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FROM THE MICHAEL O'LEARY

Farhart gunned her fucl-laden Lockhosd 10E Electra off the short grass runway ai Lae,
New Guinea. Officilly, that was the last time she was seen alive, Earhart and her naviga-
tor, Frederick J, Noonan, never made it o the next stop at tiny, mid-Pacific Howland Islnd, a
2556-mile journcy.
wiand, & treeless dot. had been discovered by an American whaler in 1822 and its guano
harvested. In 1934, US claims were reasserted. It was being considercd as s “stepping stoac” on
an air route between the US and Australia
Theories and “evidence” abou Earhart's disappearance proliferaic like vasiations on folk tales,
rangin from the povocatve o e sty sbeur:
istand. Her plane’s retractable landing gear
was mplcd and made parts of the Mitsubishi AGM Zero's inward-retracting gear. So says one
recent aul
+"This is a spin-off from the tired, old idea held by the late Fired Gocmer, Vincent Loomis,
Joseph Gervais, et al, that Amelia and Noonan didn't head for Howland Island st all, but went
0: [choose one] (a) Saipan (b) Truk (c) the Marshall Islands (d) all o the above: to spy on the
Japancse and were captured.
* On the other hand, British air historian and author Roy Nesbit carefully rescarched an
unheroic solution. Amelia Earhart, he wrote, simply ran out of g
ceyears g0, pece of shumimum. edicine bote cap,and part o  shoe supposedly
remote Pacific dicd there.

A. 10:00 am, 2 July 1937, while atiempting an around-the-workd flight, 39-year-oid Amelia

WITNESSED TAKEOFF
Els Birrell is belicved to be the only person still alive on the S0th anniversary of Amelia’s
flight who saw her and Noonan take off from Lac. She was 70 in 1987, Mrs. Birrell was belping
her mother run the hotel where Esrhart stayed. “She wanted a room on her own and did't eally
mix with people.” Mrs. Birrll recalled.
I remember the plane could barely lift on takeofT,” said Mrs. Birrell. “We all rushed out 1o watch her gos it was & very beave thing she did "
By moom ofthe et day, o 2 July,acrossthe ntrstions] DateLinc the ot Guard hadbegnasaech fothe two vistors ht would e i
the most intriguing 04 egend

BACKGROUND

Amelia Eathart’s voyage has bee fally and her image has a stamp, Her bright red Lockheed Vega 5-B used in the
192 rnsatlantc and cross-couniry ights, long with her igh acket and o, e on display a the Notional A and Space Muscam in Washinglon
D.C. The legend surrounding Amclia Earhart has obscured many of the facts of her life — mm mnn from soarce to source.

Amelia Mary Eachast was born in Atchison, Kansus, on 24 July 1897, d Jawyer Edwin Earhart and the former
Amy Ocis. Her sistcr, Muricl Earhart Morrisscy, recalled the two girls were raised in gym suits m“wl of skirts and were given footballs and rifles by
their Y.MKV who took the family on trips in & company Pullman car

The maoved to Des Maines in 1907, where on her ninth birihday Amelia suw her frst sirplanc at the lowa State Fair. She came away thinking
i v connbiwtion ofwietad wood

13, the familyagai relocated when Edwin went o workin S Paul. I 1915, sho and her mothr snd iser moved i with fiends in Chicago
becuuse of Edwin's drinking, ) grodoation, she se”s aide in o y bospital. Here, she heard World War
One flying aces recount their adventures. At war’s end she enrolled at Culumhu University in New Yoek 10 study mediine but soon changed ber mind,

Amelia quit college and went to Los Angeles, where her parents had now moved. She wantes 1o be with her mother and father, whose merriage was

breaking up over Edwin's alcoholism. But the flying bug bil. Hr finst flight was with speed pilot Frank Hawks. Under the wing of teacher Neta Snook,
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Amolia checks out the blueprints of her Lockheed Model 10E as the aircraft nears completion at the Lockheed factory in Burbank
Fitoon Modl 10E Eloctras wers bull but the mos famous woe Amoll's NR1A020.

st solocdfoethe firs time in 1920,
To pay for flying lessons, Earhart warked wherever she could,inchuding tins n a telephone offic

of  ruck. Her mother helped finance herfirst sirplanc in 1922. Throe months laer,she sct the alinade record for women, limbi
Afer herprents’ divorce, she nd her mother moved East and Amelia drifed into social work at Boston’s Deanison House

ATLANTIC PASSENGER

T 1928, whilk at Dennison House, Amelia was plucked from obscurity by promoterfpublicist George Palmer Putnam (GP). Socialite Amy Phipps
Guest had wanted t0 make a ransatlantic crossing, but her parcats forbade it Still, she wished a woman to be o the flight so she asked Putnam for a
candidate. Earhart, named by Boston promoter Capt. Hilton R. Railey

On 17 June, o year after Lindhergh's light, Amelia flew as 1 passenger from Newfoundiand to Wales in the Fokker C-2 Friends
ior Logis Gordo. In 20 houss, 40 minutes, Amelia Earhart became the first women 1o cross the Adntic by air. S

Upon hee retum 10 the US, Earhart, promoted by Poinean, plunged into her nesw e of “aviatrix”™ with  7eal she hd scidom shown before. She
e linited and custy flying skills.

A h.l\«.\uﬂnlnll- b the s resident of e Ninety-Nincs, a group of women avisors amed for s umber of charer members. In 1929, she
bo president (for “codore urpases) of the New York, Philadclphia and Washington Airways Cor.,and placed thind in s Women's Air
Derby Race fom San Monica, Calforia i Clvelal. I 1930, she st 4 specd ecord of 811 mps S b lw s i ot for s,

at s photography studio and behind the wheel

was choses

p with pilot Wilmer
i an insast celebri
plished

L3
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RESEARCHING

A detailed summary for the serious researcher into
the disappearance of Amelia Earhart

BY RICHARD G. STRIPPEL

PHOTOGRAPHY FROM THE MICHAEL O'LEARY COLLECTION

“Rivg

Earhart gunned her fuel-laden Lockheed 10E Electra off the short grass runway at Lae,

New Guinea. Officially, that was the last time she was seen alive. Earhart and her naviga-
tor, Frederick J. Noonan, never made it to the next stop at tiny, mid-Pacific Howland Island, a
2556-mile journey.

Howland, a treeless dot, had been discovered by an American whaler in 1822 and its guano
harvested. In 1934, US claims were reasserted, It was being considered as a “stepping stone™ on
an air route between the US and Australia.

Theories and “evidence™ about Earhart’s disappearance proliferate like variations on folk tales,
ranging from the provocative to the patently absurd:

* Amelia was forced to land on a Japanese island. Her plane’s rearward-retractable landing gear
was copied and made parts of the Mitsubishi A6M Zero's inward-retracting gear. So says one
recent author.

* This is a spin-off from the tired, old idea heid by the late Fred Goerner, Vincent Loomis,
Joseph Gervais, er al, that Amelia and Noonan didn't head for Howland Island at all, but went
to: [choose one| (a) Saipan (b) Truk (c) the Marshall Islands (d) all of the above: to spy on the
Japanese and were captured.

= On the other hand, British air historian and author Roy Nesbit carefully researched an
unheroic solution. Amelia Earhart, he wrote, simply ran out of gas.

* Three years ago, a piece of aluminum, a medicine hottle cap, and part of a shoe supposedly
confirmed that Earhart and Noonan had landed on another remote Pacific island and later died there,

WITNESSED TAKEOFF

Ela Birrell is believed to be the only person still alive on the 50th anniversary of Amelia’s
flight who saw her and Noonan take off from Lac. She was 70 in 1987, Mrs, Birrell was helping
her mother run the hotel where Earhart stayed. “She wanted a room on her own and didn't really
mix with people,” Mrs. Birrell recalled.

“I remember the plane could barely lift on takeoff,” said Mrs. Birrell. “We all rushed out to watch her go: it was a very brave thing she did.”

By noon of the next day, also 2 July, across the International Date Line, the Coast Guard had begun a search for the two aviators that would end in futility,
only to begin one of the most intriguing mysteries in aviation history. Amelia Earhart’s disappearance catapulted her from a waning celebrity to a legend.

BACKGROUND

Amelia Barhart’s voyage has been retraced successfully and her image has been printed on a stamp. Her bright red Lockheed Vega S-B used in the
1932 transatlantic and cross-country flights, along with her flight jacket and radio, are on display at the National Air and Space Museum in Washington,
D.C. The legend surrounding Amelia Earhart has obscured many of the facts of her life — which differ from source to source.

Amelia Mary Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas, on 24 July 1897, the first child of rail claims agent and lawyer Edwin Earhart and the former
Amy Otis. Her sister, Muriel Earhart Morrissey, recalled the two girls were raised in gym suits instead of skirts and were given footballs and rifles by
their father who took the family on trips in & company Pullman car.

The Earharts moved to Des Moines in 1907, where on her ninth birthday Amelia saw her first airplanc at the Towa State Fair. She came away thinking
it an unattractive combination of wire and wood.

In 1913, the family again relocated when Edwin went to work in St. Paul. In 1915, she and her mother and sister moved in with friends in Chicago
because of Edwin's drinking, Following high school graduation, she served as a nurse’s aide in a Toronto military hospital. Here, she heard World War
One flying aces recount their adventures. At war’s end she enrolled at Columbia University in New York to study medicine but soon changed her mind.

Amclia quit college and went to Los Angeles, where her parents had now moved. She wanted to be with her mother and father, whose marriage was
breaking up over Edwin's alcoholism. But the flying bug bit. Her first flight was with speed pilot Frank Hawks. Under the wing of teacher Neta Snook,

A £ 10:00 am, 2 July 1937, while attempting an around-the-world flight, 39-year-old Amelia

12 AIR CLASSICS



Amelia checks out the blueprints of her Lockheed Model 10E as the aircraft nears completion at the Lockheed factory in Burbank.
Fifteen Model 10E Electras were built but the most famous was Amelia's NR16020.

Earhart solocd for the first time in 1920.
To pay for flying lessons, Earhart worked wherever she could, including stints in a telephone office, at a photography studio and behind the wheel
of a truck. Her mother helped finance her first airplane in 1922, Three months later, she set the altitude record for women, climbing to 14,000 feet.
After her parents” divoree, she and her mother moved East and Amelia drifted into social work at Boston's Deanison House,

ATLANTIC PASSENGER

In 1928, while at Dennison House, Amelia was plucked from obscurity by promoter/publicist George Palmer Putnam (GP}, Socialite Amy Phipps
Guest had wanted to make a transatlantic erossing, but her parents forbade it. Still, she wished a woman to be on the flight, so she asked Putnam for a
candidate, Earhart, named by Boston promoter Capt. Hilton R. Railey, was chosen.

On 17 June, a year after Lindbergh's flight, Amelia flew as a passenger from Newfoundland 1o Wales in the Fokker C-2 Friendship with pilot Wilmer
Stultz and navigator Lovis Gordon, In 20 hours, 40 minutes, Amelia Earhart became the first women to cross the Atlantic by air. She was an instant celebri-
ty. Upen her retum to the US, Earhart, promoted by Putnam, plunged into her new role of “aviatrix™ with a zcal she had seldom shown before. She polished
her limited and rusty flying skills,

Amelia was selected (o be the first president of the Ninety-Nines, a group of women aviators named for its number of charter members. In 1929, she
became vice president (for “endorsement” purposes) of the New York, Philadelphia and Washington Airways Corp., and placed third in a Women's Air
Derby Race from Santa Monica, California, to Cleveland, In 1930, she sel a speed record of [81.1 mph. She alse Hew coast to coast four times.
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While GP billed her activities as signifi-
cant aeronautical accomplishments, many oth-
ers viewed them as lucrative publicity stunts,

Author Corey Ford, a one-time Put-nam

staffer, described his boss as, “the past master of

literary legerdemain, a skilled conjurer who
could palm an author, pull a best seller out of a
hat, flourish his wand and transform a channel
swimmer or explorer or aviator into a national
sensation. With his knack of showmanship, he
publicized the memoirs of page-one celebrities
who sparked briefly and then, as they began to
fizzle, were discarded for the next headline hero.”

Ford continued, “Everything to Putnam was
for sale. His enthusiasms were strictly merce-
nary; he seemed incapable of genuine affection.”

GP was a publicist, a “press agent™ par
excellence, and this was often an irritant to peo-
ple around him, since he frequently displayed
all the negative connotations the word implies.
But, while both he and Amelia were Brahmins,
neither had inherited wealth. They owed their

very livelihood to his financial exploitation of

her activities, He did his job well, deliberately
fabricating a hero legend which, more than a
half-century later, refuses to die.

On 8 February 1931, Amelia Mary Earhart
married Putnam. He had only recently divorced
Dorothy Binney, the Crayola heiress, Writer-avia-
trix Faye Gillis Wells has confirmed that
Amelia’s mamriage was more one of business than
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love, On the wedding day she wrote: “In our life
together I shall not hold you to any medieval
code of faithfulness to me, nor shall I consider
myself bound to you similarly,"” it read in part.

ATLANTIC SOLO

On 20 May 1932, the fifth anniversary of
Lindbergh's flight, Amelia thundered out of
Newfoundland in a crimson Lockheed Vega,
After 14 hours, 56 minutes, she touched down in
an Irish meadow. She admitted that she had no
idea where she was.

In an era when America was obsessed with
records and fascinated by what airplanes and
pilots could do, Earhart set a number of them —
all highly publicized by Putnam. Later in 1932,
she set the women's nonstop cross-country
record, zipping from Los Angeles to Newark.,
New lersey, 2447 miles, in 19 hours, 5 minutes.
The next year, she cut two hours of T her record.
She lectured and lent her name to a line of lug-
gage and women's clothing.

In her PR role, Amelia spoke often about air
travel and how safe and convenient it was,
Opinions rang on how much Putnam pushed her,
but she certainly undertook many of her activi-
lies with enthusiasm. She {and Charles
Lindbergh) supposedly chafed at the title “Lady
Lindy.” Wearing his distinctive-style helmet,
she bore a surprising resemblance to Lindbergh,
and the Putnam-created appeliation stuck.

Because of her prominence in aviation circles, Amelia Earhart was often called upon to examine new aircraft. In this instance, she is
seen with the Loughhead Brothers Aircraft Corporation’s Olympic-Duo, the only aircraft produced by the offshoot company during its
five year existence. Powered by two 130 hp Menasco B-8 Buccaneer six-cylinder engines, the advanced aircraft had the powerplants
mounted sideways with minimum clearance for the propellers. This technique was used to minimize problems in the event of an
engine failure. However, the aircraft was destroyed at Rosamond Dry Lake during a low pass and the company folded shortly after.

On 11 January 1935, she took off from
Honolulu, attempting another feat — to become
the first person to fly from Hawaii to California.
Although the event was said 1o be a competi-
tion open to all, Sydney Bowman, president of
the Pan Pacific Press Bureau, a Honolulu public
relations agency, and island sugar interests,
had already assigned the $10.000 “prize” to
Amelia. Notwithstanding wide criticism, she
bylined an orchestrated first-person magazine
article and worked on other promotional activ-
ities for island sugar barons.

Then, on 19 April, she flew 1700 miles from
Burbank to Mexico City; on 8 May she became
the first person to solo from Mexico City to
Newark, New Jersey. Putnam had the Mexican
gavernment agree (o overprint a regular issue
with an Earhart salute to honor her 19 April
14935 flight. The Putnams kept 250. Within
months, the stamps were worth over $100 each.
Many were sold separately or at a premium
affixed to autographed covers. Qutraged philat-
elists loudly condemned the deal,

She was the first women to receive the
Distinguished Flying Cross and the first
women Lo receive the Special Gold Medal of
the National Geographic Society, presented by
President Herbert Hoover.

Amelia became a visiling vocational coun-
selor for women at Purdue University. In 1936,
a Purdue purpose-formed, not-for-profit foun-



dation bought her an $80,000 Lockheed Model
10E Electra, She called it her “flying laborato-
1y, a phrase widely used at the time to describe
special-purpose aircralt, Initially, Earhart vehe-
mently denied she wanted to use the craft for
“publicity-stunts flights,” now in official disfa-
vor with the US Department of Commerce.
Instead, she claimed that she would do people-
oriented research.

Amelia Earhart was no longer the star
attraction she had once been. Now fortyish. her
flying exploits had become less frequent and
she no longer commanded page-one headlines.
Aviation was growing up. Her accomplish-
ments were being viewed in a different per-
spective. Many people now realized they had
been money-making stunt-type exploitations of
her nene-too-proficient flying skills.

AROUND THE WORLD

Early in 1937, after several denials, Earhart
announced plans to fly around the world. She
and Putnam claimed it would be a scientific
endeavor, She would not only be the first female
aviator to circumnavigate the globe but also the
first human to do so by flying 27,000 miles near
the equator. Part of the necessary funding would
again come from the sale of “stump covers.”

“I want te do it because I want to doit,”
said a smug Earhart speaking of the proposed
world flight. *Women must try to do things as
men have tried. When they fail, their failure
must be a challenge to others.”

By 1937, flying around the world was no
great achievement. The US Army had done it
first, 14 years earlier. with a flight of Douglas
biplanes. Ex-parachute jumper and wing-walker
Wiley Post, with his Australian navigator.
Harold Gaity, accomplished itin 1931 to beat a
Graf Zeppelin record. Post, at the time the per-
sonal pilot of an oil executive, repeated the ven-
ture two years later, this time alone. The trip
could even be made by commercial airlines.
New York World Telegram comespondent H. R,
Eakins did it in [8 days in 2 competition among
newspaper reporters.

RECENT BOOKS
PROVIDE NEW INSIGHTS

Three books published during the 1980s do
much to strip away the myth surrounding
Amelia Earhart. Aviatrix, Elinor Smith’s autobi-
ography, details several unpleasant brushes with
Amelia and Putnam, while biographers Doris L.
Rich and Mary S. Lovell present unvarished
appraisals of her personality and skill.

The biographics cover much the same ter-
ritory (although they occasionally disagree),
and give credence to Earhart’s alleged defi-
ciencies as a pilot. They refer to the claims
made by Elinor Smith in her autobiography.
Smith believes Putnam szbotaged her own
career, and ance called him “the most unprin-
cipled son of a bitch I ve ever met.”

Rich and Lavell also rely on comments
made by Earhart's mentor and longtime techni-
cal advisor, Paul Mantz. His relationship with
Putnam turned sour shortly before the start of
the second around-the-world attempt.

According to Smith, Mantz claimed Putnam

was pushing Amelia far too hard and that he
wasn’t being reimbursed for materials and ser-
vices Putnam had authorized him to buy. Mantz
dropped out of the project,

Both beoks provide new insights into
Amelia’s personal affairs by quoting from letters
that were found in 1975 in a house in Berkeley,
California, where Amelia’s mother and her
younger sister had lived. Muriel donated the col-
lection in mid-1983 to Radcliff College’s
Schilesinger Library on the History of Women in
America. [t was passed on to the Smithsonian
Institution in November 1990. The collection
includes letters, speeches and artickes offering con-
gratulations on Amelia’s triumphs, condolences
aon her disappearance and communiques from psy-
chics, spiritualists and other clairvoyants claiming
knowledge of her whereabouts, Some speculated
on her being alive on isolated Pacific islands.

A PREGNANT EARHART?

More than a half-century has passed since
Albert Bresnik's final conversation with Amelia
Earhart, but the 80-year-old (who recently
passed away) still recalls the moment with a
fond smile, In May 1937, Bresnik, Eachart’s
personal photographer., visited with her on the
eve of her departure on her ill-fated flight.

“I'm quite sure that Amelia’s Tast words to
me were: ‘This is the last trip I'm going to
make," " recalled Bresnik. * ‘From now on, I'm
going to be a regular woman.” " Bresnik: “Does
that mean a baby is on the way now?"”

Earhart refused o answer, he said, offering
only a shy smile. Perhaps she was joking.
Perhaps she hadn’t yet told her promoter hus-
band that she was pregnant. Or maybe the cou-
ple planned to announce it upon her return.

BRADFORD WASHBURN
REMEMBERS

In the Spring of 1992, Bradford Washburn,
explorer, phatographer, writer, cartographer,
researcher and musenm administrator, recount-
ed Earhart memorics. Washburn served as
director of Boston's Museum of Science for 40
years, Nearing 85 years of age, he now acts as
lifetime honorary director.

“George Putnam had wanted me to be her
navigator on that around-the-world flight...I
think George wanted me to do it (hecause he) had
been my publisher for a couple of boys' books
I'd wnitten.... We spent a whaole evening together
going over her plan on that," Washbum said.

“I knew a fot about radio at that point,”
Washburn noted. “You had to in order to do
what we were doing in Alaska (exploring and
aerial photography). She refused to have a
trailing antenna which made it virtually impos-
sible for her to communicate with ship
which.. .{transmitted on 500 kHz).

*The other thing [ said she had to have was
radio on Howland Island, There were people all
over this country whe would have paid to be
her radio operator on Howland Island. All you
needed to do was to dit-dit-dit-dah, and the
minute she got within 500 miles of the island
she would have picked it up with her loop and
gone right in to the island.”

The US Department of the Interior main-

tained an amateur radic station on Howland,
staffed by young Hawaiian “hams.” On the
morning of the loss, an lzasca radioman was
also on the island, operating a prototype radio
dircetion finder receiver which later became a
source of controversy.

FLIGHT SEEMED JINXED
FROM THE START

Amelia Earhart's world flight seemed
doomed from the beginning. Her first attempt
began on 17 March 1937, when — flying east to
wiest — she left Oakland, California, and head-
ed for Hawaii, arriving there 15 hours and 47
minutes later. On 20 March, as she was taking
off from Luke Field, Hawaii, bound for tiny
Howland Island, she ground-looped her Electra,
damaging it extensively. Much later, co-navi-
gator Harry Manning blamed the accident to
poor piloting.

Amelia’s “llying laboratory” was shipped
back to the Lockheed factory, where it was
repaired and her plans reformulated.

During her hiatus, famed Marine Corps
pilot Maj. Al Williams denounced the project
(and Earhart’s piloting skill). *Nothing is said
about the thousands of dollars which she and
her husband expected to get... Nothing at all
hinted of the fat lecture contracts, the magazine
and book rights... No, the whole affair was
labeled as “purely scientific’ for public con-
sumption.”

Williams concluded, “It’s high time the
Bureau of Air Commerce took a hand... and
not grant Miss Earhart permission to make
another attempt.”

Adding to her problems that May,
Amelia's pilot's license was up for renewal.
According to biographer Doris Rich, the BAC
inspector who conducted her check ride said
she came closest to flunking of all the pilots he
had ever tested,

FINALLY, OFF AND
RUNNING

On 20 May, she took delivery of her
restored Lockheed Electra, then flew to Miami,
Florida. Pan American Airways mechanics per-
formed last-minute fine-tuning of the aircrafl.
On | June, she and navigator Noonan boarded
their twin-engine craft at Miami International
Airport and set out on a wesl-lo-east course.
The route now would be Puerto Rico, South
America, Africa, Burma, Singapore, Australia,
New Guinea, Howland Island, Hawaii, then
back to Oakland.

The flight took them to Venezuela, Dutch
Guiana {(now Suriname), and then to Natal,
Brazil, from where they crossed the Atlantic
on 6 June. Approaching the coast of Africa,
pilot and navigator disagreed on direction,
Earhart wound up landing miles away from
their destination. Only later would the error be
tied to a proven navigational procedure known
as a “Single-Line Approach” or “Sun Line
Approach” (SLA). After four stops in Africa,
the Lockheed headed for the Indian subconti-
nent, landing in Karachi. India (now
Pakistan). on 1S June.

They reached the Indonesian island of
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Amelia poses with a Curtiss-style pusher at an air meet in the mid-1930s. Husband George Putman was always looking for ways to

exploit the female flyer since she was the main source of family income.

Timor on 27 June. According to Doris Rich,
when Earhart arrived in Bandoeng, Java, she
circled the field for 15 minutes,

‘alarming
observers. She may have panicked the way
Mantz claimed she had (landing) at Honolulu
the previous March, when she shouted at him
to pull up and circle the field in a frenzy he
diagnosed as ‘extreme pilot fatigue,”

In the then-Dutch East Indies they were
held up twice by “malfunctions.” Theories
expressed: () recovered alcoholic Noonan had
“fallen off the wagon;” (b) a pregnant Earhart
was suffering morning sickness; (¢) higher-
power engines were fitted that would somehow
allow a spy flight. They then had a two-day lay-
over at Port Darwin, Australia, where health
certificates were checked and a fuse replaced
on her radio direction finder. On 29 June, they
flew to Lae, New Guinea, two-thirds of the trip
over, 7000 miles to go,

MOST DANGEROUS LEG

From the outset, the Lac to Howland to
Hawaii leg was considered the most dangerous
because it was entirely over water in a part of
the world known for sudden and sometimes
violent weather changes.

At Lae, the Lockheed was further stripped
of “nen-essentials,” One of the items thrown
out was an antenna loading coil without which
her radio transmitter could not send on the
long-wave frequency of 300 kHz, the interna-
tional distress and direction-finding channel,

However, the radio’s trailing wire antenna
itsell had been removed earlier.

For navigation checks and in case of emer-
gency, the US Navy had stationed the tug USS
Ontario halfway between Lae and Howland,
the Coast Guard had the cutter frasca at
Howland, and the seaplane tender USS Swan
was between Howland and Hawaii. All three
had long-wave communications capability.

Before departing from the 3000-foot dirt
and grass runway at Lac Earhart had written,
“the whole width of the world has passed
behind us except this broad ocean. I shall be
glad when we have the hazards of its naviga-
tion behind us.”

The 10E lifted off from Lae at 10:00 am on
the moming of 2 July. Concurrently, it was also
0000 hour Greenwich Civil Time (GCT), later
called Greenwich Mean Time and now called
Coordinated Universal Time. Amelia Earhart's
Estimated Time of Arrival at Howland was
1800 GCT... 18 hours away. Downline weather
had heen forecast as “meteorologically average”
for the season.

Simple division shows her required aver-
age speed over the 18 hours and 2556 miles
from Lae to Howland would have to be 142
mph. A “performance guarantee” letter from
Lockheed to George Putnam, now in Purdue
University archives, states that the Electra’s
best range speed was 145 mph.

Earhart bad frequent unsubstantive “cross-
band" communications with the Lae airport

radio operator on her daytime radio frequency
of 6210 kHz. He transmitted on his regular 6340
kHz channel. At 0720 GCT, she sent a position
report which placed the flyers near Ontong Java
island, right on course, but somewhat behind
time, Shortly thereafter, she told the Lae opera-
tor she was changing to her night frequency of
3103 kHz. Lae never heard her again,

At 1747 GCT (6:17 am the following
morning Howland time — in 1937, the US
Navy and Coast Guard subdivided time zones
into half-hour periods), after hearing several
unsubstantive transmissions, the ltasca
received a message on 3105 kHz from the
plane indicating Earhart believed she was 200
miles oul.”

A half hour later, she was heard te estimate
“100 miles out,” leading some to erroneously
speculate she was traveling at 200 mph. The
sun had just risen and, far more probable,
Noonan had revised his dead reckoning with a
sun shot.

On the ftasca, the Coast Guard radioman
operating the direction finder was unable to get
4 bearing, The same was true for the operator
of an “experimental” set on Howland. It was
later alleged that its batteries had worn out,

The next message heard was 7:30 am
Earhart thought she was “on you,”

ltasca answered each Earhart transmission
— without acknowledgment.

The final message came at 8:44 am (2014
GCT), when they would have been desperately
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low on fuel: “We are in a Line of Position 157-
337 running north and south” (indicating they
were flying back and forth along what in naviga-
tion parlance is called a ‘sunline’). Then, “Will
repeat this message on 6210...” (she was chang-
ing radio frequencies to her daytime channel ).

Itasca responded urging Earhart not to
change frequency. There was never any indica-
tion she heard the message. Itasca never heard
her again.

However, the radio operator on Nauru
Island did hear Amelia Earhart that moming on
6210 kHz at 2031, 2033 and 2054. He forward-
ed the reception report to RCA's Bolinas (San
Francisco) with the following comment:

“SPEECH NOT INTERPRETED BAD
MODULATION OR SPEAKER SHOUTING
INTO MICROPHONE BUT VOICE SIMI-
LAR TO THAT EMITTED IN FLIGHT
LAST. NIGHT WITH EXCEPTION NO
NOISE OF PLANE IN BACKGROUND.”

Bolinas passed the message to the Coast
Guard's San Francisco Division which relayed
it to the lrasca, where it was logged in at 2300
Howland time (11:00 pm 2 July).

Some “investigalors” have misconstrued
these transmission with a 1030 GCT message of’
the previous night: “Ship in sight ahead.” This
was heard on Nauru, not only by the island’s
radio operator, but also by other residents,
including the British police director. The
researchers have turned a “ship” into “land” and
added twelve hours in order to support a
Marshall Islands flight termination theory.

Hours after the plane would have run out of
fuel, Navy, Pan American Airways, and ama-
teur radio operators as well as short wave lis-
teners began hearing purported distress sig-
nals. The transmissions continued for several
days. Experts later doubted they were from
Earhart, but more likely from pranksters.

The disappearance trigged a naval search,
with the battleship Coelorado (with four plancs),
the aircraft carrier Lexington (with 62 planes), and

two destroyers sailing from Hawaii, 1800 miles
away. Together with the Jiasca and the Swan, the
farce combed 314,556 square miles of the
Pacific, to no avail. 1t was not the largest naval
search for lost flyers at that time, as has been
claimed. An earlier hunt for Clarence Ulm was.

MANY CLAIMS — NO
EVIDENCE

Maore than half a century after Earbart van-
ished, there is no shortage of theories about
what happened.

In March 1992, Richard Gillespic of
TIGHAR, the International Group for Historic
Aircraft Recovery, announced that Earhart
landed safely on a remote, uninhabited Pacific
Island and survived for about a week before she
and Noonan died. At a Washinglon press con-
ference he displayed artifacts found on
Nikumaroro Island which support his theory.

g an

Even in the face of this possible denoue-
ment, others still believe that Earhart and
Noonan were on a seeret spying mission. This
theme and its variants proposes that instead of
heading for Howland Island, the two suppos-
edly flew to Truk, Saipan or the Marshall
Islands to observe Japanese military and naval
facilitics.

In July 1949, Amelia's mother, Amy Otis
Earhart, gave early credence to the spy story
when she told the press that she was “con-
vinced (Amelia) was on some sort of govern-
ment mission, probably on verbal orders.” She
made the disclosure during the announcement
of an upcoming Smithsonian Earhart display.

As a result of Mrs. Earhart’s statement, the
US Army G-2 (Intelligence) Compilations
Scetion in Washington, D.C. quietly requested
its Tokyo office to look into the allegation. On
2 August, in reply, an interoffice memo was
received by the Criminal Investigation

Division at the Pentagon.

The memo included the original and 2 trans-
mission of a document from the Chief of the
Liaison Office of the Japanese Foreign Minister,
This document mentioned a records check,
briefly touched on supposed Japanese search
efforts, and closed with, “...there was no fact of
taking Miss Amelia Earhart to Marshall Islands
nor was any broadcasting for Washington ever
done from the Marshall Islands.”

(One of the key points of Amelia Earhart’s
“revelation™ was a “broadcast”™ from the
Mandated islands.)

ROOSEVELT FRIENDSHIP
CITED
Further fueling the spy mission theory is
the fact that Earhart and Putmam were courtiers
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Camelot.
Scholars of the FDR administration (called
“The New Deal”™) have dismissed the theory.
“It’s an old legend that a number of peaple
have tried to find evidence for,” historian and
Roosevelt biographer Arthur Schlesinger Jr.
has said. “I know no evidence connecting
Roosevelt and Earhart in espionage.”
Although the US had built a competent, if
underfunded, intelligence function by the eve of
World War Two, except for a few locals who
provided observations to military attaches, it
had no spies per see anywhere in the world,
President Roosevelt with his love of the cloak-
and-dagger, had his own personal intelligence
service. One of his “spies,” Hyde Park, New
York, neighbor Vincent Astor, a Naval Reserve
commander, sailed his ocean-going motor
yacht, Nourmahal, among the Marshall Islands
in 1938 looking for Japanese naval activities,
Roosevelt Library staffers at Hyde Park
know of the Earhart spy conjecture. “We have
some correspondence between the Roosevelts
and Ameclia Earhart but nothing that would
document that,” Frances Secher, & supervisory
archivist, said in 1987.
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Vega 5C Special NC965Y was the last of six Vegas utilized by Earhart on various record flights. In this aircraft she flew from Hawaii to
California during January 1935 in 18 hours. This aircraft is currently on display in the National Air and Space Museum.
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Archivist Robert Parks quoted from
a letter the library sent in response to a
1964 inquiry: “There is no evidence in
the papers in this library to substantiate
the stories that President Roosevelt
planned any part of the around-the-
world flight of Amelia Earhart, sent her
on any sort of a ‘mission,” or planned the
attempts to find her.”

The library letter says that, “she
wrote him (FDR) in November 1936
describing her intentions more fully
and asking his assistance in obtaining
cooperation from the Navy for her early
plan to refuel in flight near Midway
Island.” (The Navy agreed if she would
pay for the fuel and learn the technique
at her expense., Later, Earhart asked
for Presidential intervention in having
the airstrip build on Howland Island.

“There is also evidence of President
Roosevelt’s interest in the search for
Amelia Earhart,” adds Parks. *...He
mentioned it in press conferences.”

THE MORGENTHAU
“STONEWALL”

Randall Brink in his new book Lost
Star makes much of an after-the-loss
telephone conversation between
Eleanor Roosevelt's personal secretary
and Treasury Secretary Henry
Morgenthau Jr. The latter observes that
if the truth about Amelia Earhart were
released then “any reputation she's got
is gone.” Brink claims this to be “evi-
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He said that the /rasca should have
been able to determine Earhart's posi-
tion from the ship and the island if she
had a trailing wire antenna to send on
500 kHz. Black said he later learned
that Earhart had discarded that antenna
before setting out for the Pacific.

Black died in Bethesda, Maryland,
on 11 August 1992, aged 90.

A PEARL HARBOR
CONNECTION?
Perhaps the most scholarly, in-depth

and eminent dissertation on the loss of
Amelia Earhart and Frederick Noonan
was researched and drafted by the late
Laurence F. Safford, Capt. USN (Ret.).

WWII history buffs will find the
name familiar. In the mid-1930s,
Safford set up and was responsible for
the Navy's Mid Pacific Strategic
Direction Finding Net. The net, which
included Pan American Airways DF
facilities, would give the Navy a fairly
complete picture of the Japanese navy's
forces, organization and movements.
Although Top Secret, the net must have
been responsible for one or more of the
“Earhart radio bearings™ reported dur-
ing the scarch.

On Sunday moming, 7 December 1941,
in Washington, D.C., Capt. Safford super-
vised the decrypting of the last Japanese
“purple” cipher messages implying an
impending declaration of war.

dence” that Earhart was a spy.

Mrs. Roosevelt had requested a copy of a
report which set forth what actually happened
with the final flight. In all probability, she was
referring to the formal report written by the
Itasca’s Commander Warner K. Thompson.
Morgenthau, as the Coast Guard's ultimate
chief executive, declined to give it up.

Thompson's “confidential” report dis-
closed Amelia’s incompetencies and that she
“absolutely disregarded all orders™ concern-
ing radio arrangements and procedures. After
the outbreak of war, any implication that
Earhart was a spy would have actually
endowed her with the reputation of a daring
patriot, as we have seen with other, even more
tenuous “evidence.”

J. GORDON VAETH

At a 1982 Smithsonian Institution sympo-
sium on the famous flyer, J. Gordon Vaeth,
71, in 1993, then Director of Satellite
Operations at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administ-ration, said he became
interested in the Earhart story after studying
findings by Fred Goerner. He said that on the
basis of his six-year investigation — “and |
was inside, in government and had good con-
tacts” — he could find, “absolutely no evi-
dence of a spy mission, little evidence of cap-
ture by the Japanese... no evidence of a gov-
ernment cover-up.”

Vaeth and others ascribe most of the
Earhart mystery to a movie Stand by to Die,
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The popular press of the time capitalized
on Amelia’s “tomboy” image
photograph

working on her aircraft certainly aided the
image of the “female Lindbergh.”

released in 1943, Rosalind Russell, a famous
aviatrix, was asked to get lost so the Navy
could search for her among Japanese-held
islands. Her navigator (Fred MacMurray)
unaware of her arrangement, was left behind
at Lae. “Millions saw it and concluded ‘that’s
what happened to Earhart," " Vaeth said.

RICHARD B. BLACK WAS
THERE

Retired Rear Adm. Richard B. Black,
USNR, a civil engineer under William T. Miller
of the Department of Commerce, was in charge
of preparing the airstrip on Howland Island. He
also disagreed with the spy hypothesis.

“My firm opinion is that the Electra went
into the sea about 10 am 2 July 1937, not far
from Howland,” he told the Smithsonian sym-
posium. “If it made a wheels up landing it
would float as the gas tanks were empty and
the sea was not rough,” he said.

At Howland, a work force under Black's
direction had scraped out the rough landing
strip and had 18 drums of aviation fuel waiting.
Black and his men waited, shooing flocks of
birds from the runway as her expected time of
arrival approached. He was in the radio room of
the Coast Guard cutter /tasca during the last
recorded moments of Earhart’s flight.

Safford’s unpublished 1970's man-
uscnipt, Amelia Earhart's Last Flight: A
Tragedy of Errors, follows the military analy-
sis style. It delves into just about every con-
ceivable facet of the flight — including listing
the capabilities of the many en route island
radio stations she could have used.

Bottom line: Poor planning; worse execu-
tion; no spy mission.

A POLITICAL
LINK?

One of the most persistent rescarchers into
the “FDR link,” author/investigator Dick
Strippel, sees a political connection in
Roosevelt's 1936 reclection campaign. FDR
was far from a shoe-in; he was viewed by
many as too radically liberal. Huge chunks of
his early New Deal legislation had been
thrown out as unconstitutional.

Many, including Al Smith, New York
State’s former four-term Democrat governor
and 1928 presidential candidate, together with
US Senator Royal S. Copeland (Dem. NY), and
downstate “machine” Democrats had become
bitter foes of FDR. Smith even went so far as to
link Roosevelt with the communists.
Nationwide polls in September showed FDR
trailing Republican candidate Alfred Landon.

Amelia Earhart formally endorsed
Roosevelt. She hit the campaign trail, but
stopped short after only a few minor appear-
ances. Strippel believes Earhart was coerced
into limiting her electioneering.

(Continued on page 50)




AMELIA

(continued from page 20)

Permission for her flight rested with
Eugene L. Vidal, head of the Bureau of Air
Commerce and a close Iriend of Earbart and
Putnam. However, Vidal, to the Adminis-
tration’s dismay, had become the personal tar-
get of Copeland’s Senate Air Safety
Committee investigation. According to letters
in the FDR Library, Vidal's replacement as
BAC boss, Fred D, Fagg, legal counsel to BAC
and Copeland’s Committee (!), had been
selected in September.

When she heard of Vidal's dismissal,
Earhart telegrammed FDR, imploring him to
reconsider. Fagg’s appointment was sceretly
postponed. Amelia never campaigned again.

She and GP had learned (from Vidal?) of
a Commerce-supported “stepping stones™ air
route to Australia. They decided that a pro-
posed emergency airstrip on Howland Island
would make an excellent refucling
paint,,.far more practical than aerial refuel-
ing near Midway. However, Commerce pro-
fessionals leaned toward building a strip on
Harvis island, many miles to the east.
Further, Daniel Roper, head of the
Department of Commerce, had said the
department was against “flights which had
publicity as their only goal.”

Since US island possessions were supposed
to be administered by the Department of the
Interior, its Secretary, Harold Ickes, also should
have been involved in the Howland airstrip
plan. Instead, according to Ickes' diary, FDR
was privately conferring with Ernest M.
Gruening, head of Interior’s Division of
Territorics and Possessions and another Putnam
pal. lckes was furions.

Also clouding the “stepping-stones” concept
was an intense, behind-the-scenes rivalry for
ocean routes between Pan American Airways
(seaplanes) and Transcontinental and Western
Airlines (TWA) (landplanes). TWA later
dropped out.

After Roosevelt’s surprising reelection, all
this became academic. Commerce shifted gears,
and on 7 December, approved the airstrip for
Howland, Richard Black has said he was never
able to determine why. Showing that the Navy
was not implicated in this specific, it wasnt
until 28 December that Commerce invited them
to send “an observer” along.

But the preject never got underway, On §
January 1937, Earhart again wrote FDR, prod-
ding him. Within days, $3000 of Works Progress
Administration (WPA) meney was appropriat-
cd. Crews left for Howland on the 13th.

Implying that FDR and Eleanor knew all
along that the venture would be a money-mak-
ing “stunt flight,” their files contained no letters
signed by them to Earhart or Putnam on the
subject. Aides wrote them.

After the disappearance, the search effort
was sharply criticized on the floor of Congress.
Commerce Secretary Roper again vowed to
stop “publicity stunt” flights. Strippel says
Navy and Coast Guard brass developed a
“bunker mentality.” It was almost a year before
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Amelia by the entry door of her Vega 5C Special. Among other record flights with this

aircraft, she flew from Los Angeles to Mexico City nonstop on 19/20 April 1935 and on 9
May of the same year she made the first nonstop flight between Mexico City and

Newark, New Jersey.

the Coast Guard fully told its side of the story to
the Oakland Tribune. All these convoluted
bureaucratic and political clements, he
believes, have been misinterpreted as “evi-
dence” of a spy plot.

SNIPPETS
WITHOUT A THREAD

There are other “theories.” Some, educated
guesswork. Some downright bizzare. Most
demand that they be proven wrong — not that
the speculations be proven.

A former US Marine from Amarillo,
Texas, got headlines when he claimed he saw
Earhart’s aircraft offshore Majuro Island in the
Marshalls during the Pacific War. Later, under

hypnosis, he told of its having had windows,
Jim Golden of Las Vegas, a Marine Intelli-
genee officer in the Seuth Pacific during WWII,
an ex-Secret Service agent and former investiga-
tor for the Justice Department, claimed there still
exists a Naval Intelligence file. He says he read it
in 1945, and that it contains statements from
natives who say they saw an “American” woman
on Roi-Namur Island in the Marshalls in 1937;
and that a Hawaiian-born interpreter, one of a
team that interrogated Earhart, lives in Japan.
“The Marshalls were not ‘islands of mys-
tery,” " Dick Strippel asserts. The University
of Hawaii had an on-going Polynesian
Studies program that sent students and faculty
there each summer, The Bishop Museum in



Positioning one of her Vegas, this photograph was utilized to illustrate Amelia as a “lone” flyer in the image of Charles Lindbergh.

Hawaii was also involved,

Even author Willard Price and his wife vis-
ited the islands during the 1930s, and wrote
books and magazine articles, illustrated with
their photos,

THEY LANDED AT MILI?

Mili Atoll in the Marshalls is often men-
tioned as a possible Earhart crash-landing site.
The Japanese, the story goes, were building a
“secrel” air base and captured the flyers.
Strippel cites strike reports of the Febnuary 1942
US Navy air attack on Mili Atoll, an authorized
history of US Marine Corps aviation in WWTI,
and the official post-WWII “United States
Strategic Bombing Survey™ which specifically
state that neither fortifications nor an airstrip
had been constructed there at the time of the
raid. During the closing days of the Pacific War,
a Marine on Roi-Namur island claimed to have
met another leatherneck who had found a suit-
case containing women's clothing and an
“Amelia Earhart diary.” (She shipped her suit-
case home from Lae — it’s in Purdue’s archives
as is her trip diary; she never kept a conventional
diary.) He and a friend told the man he should
turn it in lo Intelligence. No records exist,

At about the same time, thousands of miles
to the west, on Saipan, a US infantryman said he
came across a safe in a Japanese office. When he

52 AIR CLASSICS

and his companions blew it open, he claimed
they found Amclia Earhart “papers.” He, too,
told his buddies to turn the materials over to
Intelligence, and never head about them again.

The “Marine” story surfaced during Fred
Goerner's early research; the “Army” story
much Jater. Neither have ever been confirmed
by the other participants,

Thomas Devine, 81, of Connecticut, in
1994 says that as a US Army postal clerk on
Saipan during WWII, he overheard US
Marine officers talking about their discov-
ery of Earhart’s plane in a hangar at Aslito
Field. He further claims he then watched it
flown, and later saw it deliberately destroyed
by the Marines.

No one has ever corraborated his story,
Perhaps his reluctance stems from the fact that
Marines were never near Aslito Field, in the
southeast corner of Saipan. The 165th Infantry,
27th Division, US Army captured Aslito Field
on 18 June 1944. On 22 June they turned it over
to an Army Air Force unit, the 318th Fighter
Group, which renamed it Isely Field.

Lastly, Devine has been identified as hav-
ing been on Saipan in 1945, not in 1944, dur-
ing the fighting,

Jim Donahue, 74, of Inglewood, Cali-
fornia, is another who cannot substantiate his
claims. He asserts that Earhart flew over Jaluit

in the Marshal Islands and took night pho-
tographs of Japanese operations there.
Donahue contends the US government ordered
Earhart to land on Hull Island and kept Earhart
and Noonan in “protective custody,” He con-
tends Earhart died on American Samoa and
Noonan succumbed to alcoholism.

ENTER BOLAM

In the early 1970s, Joe Gervais, now
teamed with WWII fighter pilot and TV time-
sales executive Klaas, reappeared with one of
the more entertaining Earhart conjectures. Still
calling themselves “Operation Earcharl,” their
book, Amelia Earhart Lives, hypothesized that
Amelia and Noonan changed to a carbon copy
of the one-of-a-kind US Army Lockheed XC-
35 high-altitude research craft,

After a spy-in-the-sky mission over the
Japanese Mandates, instead of being met by the
USS Colorade (in Hawsii at the time), they were
forced down over Hull Island by fighters from
the Japanese aircraft carmer Akagi. (Naval avia-
tion historians show the Akagi undergoing a
major rebuild in Japan at the time.) Further,
Amelia was kept a prisoner of Emperor Hirohito
until WWII, She later turned up in Bedford
Village, New York, as Irene Bolam.

When the book was published, she success-
fully sued for an estimated $2 million.



Irene Craigmile O'Crowley Bolam of
Monroe Township, New Jersey, and earlier of
Bedford Hills, New York, died on 7 July 1982.
When she died, Garvais sought permission to
photograph and fingerprint the body. His
request was denied. That, according to Gervais,
is delinite evidence of government collusion.

Bolam's missing prints is one of the pieces
of evidence, or “jewels,” cited by Robert Myers
of Salinas, California, who agrees with Klaas
and Gervais. He claims that as 2 boy of 15, he
listened to Earhart on his bedside radio and
picked up a transmission in which she said she
was “broadcasting” from the wing of the plane
(hopefully after it went down!) She could see a
Japanese ship coming toward her. Although he
was said to have been a “ham,” Myers was never
a US Government-licensed amateur radio opera-
tor. Further, he admits he heard the signals on a
small home radio, and has no idea to what fre-
quency it was tuned.

He said Earhart and Noonan were rescued
by the Japanese in exchange for the life of
Hirohito after the Pacific War — four years
before the war began! In a masterpiece of con-
voluted reasoning, he declares, “T would say to
the government, ‘If you can prove I'm wrong,
what do you know that I don't?" "

Meyers bases his entire story on the “radio
messages” he claims he overheard, and obvi-
ously was greatly influenced by Klaas and
Gervais’ book. At least one person at the time,
a professional radio operator, misinterpreted a
dramatized “March of Time” program as actual
Earhart radio transmissions.

GP “messages to Earhart” transmitted over
two Hawaiian AM broadcast band radio station
during the search is one example of how the
promoter took advantage of the public’s lack of
technical knowledge. There's no way Earhart
could have heard it on her aircraft-band radio
unless she had specifically tned it off her com-
munications channel and onto that specific sta-
tion in the AM entertainment band.

After Bolam’s death, her background was
thoroughly investigated by a team of reporters for
the Woodbridge News Tribune, New Jersey. In
1982, a twelve-day series of multi-part, highly-
documented articles disclosed major physical dil-
ferences between the (wo and established an
unbroken continuum for Bolam's life, thereby
completely disproving she was Earhart!

NEW “EVIDENCE”?

In 1987, a fresh shred of “evidence”
emerged. Patricia Morton, 58, a deputy exam-
iner of foreign service applicants for the State
Department in Washington, D.C. and an
Earhart hobbyist, said she had found a “book
message” and related correspondence three
years earlier in an obscure National Archives
file. To some, it implies that Earhart was
interned by the Japanese at Weihsien, China, at
least until 24 August 1945,

That was the date (ten days after the
Japanese surrender) on 4 17-page compilation of
bricf messages from former detainees. The com-
munication had been sent to Washington by
Naval radio from Weihsien through the US
Embassy in Chungking. One of the many
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addresses was George P, Putnam at 10042
Valley Spring Lane, North Hollywood.
Unsigned, his portion simply stated, “CAMP
LIBERATED ALL WELL VOLUMES TO
TELL LOVE TO MOTHER.” There was no
mention of Amelia Earhart,

According to Morton, two weeks after the
State Department’s Special War Problems
Division distributed the messages, a reply was
received from Putnam, “1 have just received the
message sent recently from your office and
would like to file with you my new address in
the event any other messages are sent me from
overseas.” It was signed George Palmer Put-
nam. He gave the new address as “Shangri-
Putnam, Lone Pine, California.

Neither Morton, nor anyone clse, has taken
the mystery further. Why Earhart would send
such a message to Putnam, from whom she had
been all but estranged, instead of to her mother,
is a challenge to the imagination.

THE MAN WHO
STARTED IT ALL

In 1960, Paul Briand, then an English pro-
fessor at the US Air Force Academy, wrote a
rather superficial, adulative, cliche-ridden
Earhart biography. However, tacked on the end
of the otherwise lightweight picce was a chapter
which told the story of Saipanese dental assis-
tant Josephine Blanco Akiyama. She claimed
that in 1937 she had seen a white man and a
white woman brought ashore from a plane that
crashed in the harbor. “Shots rang out.” She
belicved a “drum-head” execution had taken
place. Briand died in 1986.

One of those interested in Briand's story
was San Francisco CBS Radio newsman Fred
Goerner.

Briand produced two Japan-based Air Force
officers, loseph Gervais and Robert S. Dinger,
co-sponsors of an official “Operation Earhart,”
who added details to the story. Censured by the
Air Force for their outspoken claims and
announced intention to visit Saipan, the pair
broke up. Gervais later found a new partner in
Koe Klaas, and carried on his quest.

Gervais persists with his Saipan theory, In
September 1991, he and a new colleague,
retired Air Force Col. Rellin C. Reineck,
released a photograph which shows what they
claim is Earhart “alive, but not well” in
Japanese custody. Gervais claimed he received
the photograph anonymously in 1980, but did
nothing about it at the time. He said he sent it to
Eastman Kodak for analysis. Researchers there
confirmed it was from 1937 or slightly later.

Almost immediately, Joyce Anderson of
Choctaw Beach, Florida, the daughter of
Walter E. Peterson Sr., a former Army photog-
rapher, said the photo was among a series her
father took after Earhart’s plane groundloopel
while attempting the takeoff from Luke Field
in Hawaii.

“I wish my dad were alive,” she said. “He
would get a big kick out of this.”

In the 1960s, another photo taken at the
same time was similarly misinterpreted as
showing Earhart “in chains” (actually she was
wearing a bracelet).

GOERNER’S ROLE

In 1960, the late Goerner, then the host of a
radio “magazine” show, grabbed onte Gervais'
earliest theory as set forth by Briand, ran with it
and later claimed it as his own — Earhart was
spying for the Navy and was captured by the
Japanese. Don Mozeley of CBS Radio News,
San Francisco, broadcast the story on | July. It
was instantly denied on wire services by
Zenshiro Hoshina, a former Japanese official
charged with keeping execution records.

Later, Goerner told of numerous reports
from those whe claimed they had seen an
American man and woman, said to be aviators,
being guarded, on various islands. All of these
reports, he maintained, had been obscured by
the Japanese over the years to protect the nature
of Earhart's mission.

Guoerner said he was denied access to certain
parts of Saipan. He later learned this was not in
connection with Earhart, but with a secret CIA
operation training Chinese for warfare on the main-
land — probably the reason why Gervais and

passed, Gaerner filed for releases and says he
found indexed 16,000 pages on Earhart from six
departments with more still to come. He also
says that new proof might be buried in some
14,000 reels of microfilm of still-classified pre-
1945 Navy and Marine Corps records at the US
Navy Supply Depot at Crane, Indiana.

A “CLOWN ACT”

Before his death, Fred Goerner blamed his
retreat from publicity on “a pack of Earhart
hounds, recent, reckless and superficial
researchers™ who, he said, comprise “a clown
act...a cottage industry. There are literally hun-
dreds ol people around this country who are
pursuing answers, taking available evidence and
surrounding conjecture, and fitting it to their
preconceptions,”

He spoke of one man, “Buddy™ Brennan, 67,
of Dallas. In a book published in 1988, Brennan
tells ol his visit to Saipan. He claims that a native
directed him to Earhart's grave and that he dug
into the plot.

During the 1930s, the autogiro was looked upon as something of a flying miracle —
combining traits of the fixed wing aircraft along with those of what would become
known as the helicopter. Earhart was used to capitalize on publicity for the craft.

Dinger had been refused permission to visit Saipan.

In 1961, Goerner supervised the exhumation
of seven pounds of human remains which he sent
back to the United States for analysis by anthro-
pologists. Another strong denial that Earhart had
been executed on Saipan was registered by
Hitoshi Tsunoda, war historian of the Japanese
Self Defense Forces. The bones then proved to be
of five Oriental people. They were returned,

The author of The Search for Amelia
Earhart, who died in September 1994, Goerner
made several trips to the Pacific in the early
19605 to interview islanders who said they
remembered a white man and woman being
guarded at various places. Goerner surmises that
Earhart did crash — at Mili Atoll — in the
Marshalls, where she was captured by the
Japanese, taken to Saipan and held prisoner
before probably being executed.

When the Freedom of Information Act was

Brennan found no remains. But he did
unearth a piece of khaki fabric which he contends
is a blindfold given to Earhart before the execu-
tion. He cannot explain how cloth could survive
soil conditions that human bones could not.

The trail had grown cold in the 50-plus
years since Earhart disappeared. None of those
who claimed to know her fate could be located
during a reporter’s recent visit to Saipan, now
a US Commonwealth.

“I have heard these stories ahout Amelia
Earhart on Saipan since [ was akid,” Lt. Gov,
Peter A. Tenorio said in 1987, *“There were people
on Saipan who said they saw her or knew about
her. But that was 50 years ago and [ don't think
there Is anyone around now who remembers,

“Some of these guys were paying people to
tell them what they could remember,” Tenorio
charged. “You know how peaple here will often
tell foreigners and officials what they think they
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Earhart, Laura Ingalls, and Roscoe Turner examine Ingalls’ Lockheed Orlon 9D Special at the factory. Fitted with extra fuel, this air-

craft was used by Ingalls for a 11 July 1935 flight from Burbank to Newark, New Jersey, in 13 hours 34 minutes and five seconds. The
aircraft later went to Spain and was used in that country’s Civil War.

wanl 10 hear. And if they’re being paid to talk,
they definitely will try to please.

“I don’t mean all of these peaple were
Iying, but you need to be careful with some of
this cyewitness stufl.”

As an example, Dick Strippel located the
daughter ol Jacqueline Cabrera, a Saipanesc
Fred Goerner claimed he had spoken to. The
daughter said it was not Goerner, but a tall
red-headed man who asked questions about
Earhart. The daughter, living in New Jersey.
says her mother denies telling the man about
the “spies” Goerner said she saw. She could
not have remembered, the daughter declared.
Her mother would have been only two or
three at the time (1937).

In a variation of “two station wagons lull of
nuns” giving conflicting versions of an auto
accident, Dr. Francis X, Holbrook of Fordham
Preparatory School found six Roman Catholic
nuns and a pricst who emphatically contradict
ather priests and nuns who say Earbart was on
Saipan before the Pacific War.

The old Japanese jail in the village of Garapan,
where eyewitnesses reported sceing a tall, slender
white woman matching Earhart’s description in
1937, has been tumed into a tourist attracton.

56 AIR CLASSICS

“THE FINAL STORY”

Vincent Loomis also subscribes o Goerner's
theory, Loomis and a group including aviation
writer Jeffrey Ethell, travelled to the Marshalls
in 1986 and spoke to “witnesses.” They also
allegedly offered money for their stories.

Loemis and Ethell’s subsequent book,
Amelia Earhart, The Final Story, “crashes way
short of its subtitle.” says Paul Dean, Los
Angeles Times writer, “Tt presents no final solu-
tion, only an offer of weak possibility based on
rebashed theory. This is vet another sad leech-
ing of a complex mystery that by depth of
intrigue alone has been keeping bad authors in
penny ante royalties for almost 50 years."”
writes Dean.

Laoomis, another retired Air Force officer,
says he stumbled onto the wreckage of
Earhart’s Lockheed Electra in 1952 while plac-
ing radar navigation zids on Pacific islands
prior to atomic bomb tests. He says he has since
tried four times Lo lind it, despite the fact that
the exact positions of the navaids must have
been known and recorded in order for them to
have been navaids.

Loomis ¢laims that Earhart and Noonan
fNew ta Mili Atoll in the Marshalls as the result

of & navigational error. There, Dean continues,
“(they) were picked up by a Japanese ship,
taken to Saipan and held in seeret captivity as
bargaining chips for military dealings to come.
Noonan eventually was executed. Earhart died
of dysentery. Japan clammed up. Simple,
Makes sense.”

THE CASE OF THE
MARSHALLESE MEDIC

“In all fairness,” Dean says. “Loomis does
produce a...Marshall islander who claims he
treated a white couple aboard a freighter at
about the time Earhart and Noonan disap-
peared. But the man’s recall is a ramble, he
was not interviewed in his native longue, the
guestioning was leading. he made no positive
identification of the couple whose faces wauld
have heen an international imprint, nor was
there outside verification of his testimony.™

Loomis talked with Biliman Amran, a busi-
nessman on Majuro, who was a medical aide in
July 1937, Fred Goerner first spoke to Amran in
the 1960s. Since then he has been interviewed
by many “researchers,” including Joe Garvais.
In 1979, H. M. (Don) Wade of Marietta.
Georgia, writer. lecturer and Earhart investiga-



tor for almost 20 years, traveled to the Marshalls
and interviewed Amran and others.

“Their native language is even more
imprecise than English,” Wade declares, “Its
syntax is very basic. When you have a native
translator whose fluency is also not that great,
you're going off the deep end if you take as
gospel anything that comes back to you,

“I put more credibility in some Elvis sight-
ings,” Wade declares derisively.

There were many white women (and men)
in the Marshall Islands prior to WWII, says
Dick Strippel. “Some were family members
of missionaries and former officials,” he
notes, “The islands had been a German
colony before WWI, only 20 years earlier
others were family members of German,
Australian, British and American traders and
merchants. A German missionary on Jaluit
served as a correspondent for the widely-read
Pacific Islands Monthly. The Japanese, on the
whole, did not mistreat the westerners during
the war. Many — and their descendants —
are still around. But few if any amateur
investigators have bothered to interview
them, Strippel avers.

“There are a number of college-educated
Marshallese who lived through the war years.
Yet, the ‘researchers’ choose to rely on native-
language third-hand accounts of eyewitnesses
whose testimony has been discredited as incon-
clusive since 1944, he concludes.

Biliman Amran says he went aboard a
Japanese cargo ship to treat a Caucasian man

and at the same time saw a Caucasian woman.
Loomis said the description given him “fits
Amelia from head to toe.”

Amran goes on o say that there was a
wrecked airplane on the ship’s after-deck.
Goerner, Loomis and others then abruptly
segue to the brief 1937 Japanese search effort
for Earhart which involved the seaplane tender
Kamei and the Jaluit-based coal-burning sur-
vey vessel Kosyu.

The search was ordered by navy Minister
Mitsumasa Yonai at the urging of Prince
Takamatsu, an IIN staff officer and brother of
Emperor Hirohito. It was to be a humanitarian
effort intended to help mollify US ant-Japanese
sentiments over the invasion of China.

No linkage with either vessel has even
been resented. Kamod, according to Japanese
records, was detached from the search withina
day. Kosyu, supposedly fueled overnight in
order (o participate in the search, had no equip-
ment to lift an aircraft the size of a Madel 10
Electra from the water.

However, the Japanese did have two con-
verted merchant vessel/scaplane tenders in the
Marshalls at the time. Perhaps one of these, sug-
gests Strippel, with a damaged Japancse sea-
plane on its fantail, was involved in rescuing per-
sons other than Earhart and Noonan. He believes
the key lies with the MS Fijiian which burned
and sank in the Marshalls in March 1937

Loomis’ hypothesis, as presented in the
book he and Ethell co-authored, is bolstered by
another conjecture, that of Paul Rafford of

Indialantic, Florida. Rafford is a former Pan
American Airways radioman, and until his
retirement associated with NASA's Cape
Canaveral facility. He believes Earhart and
Noonan diverted from a direct “great circle"
course from Lace to Howland in order to aver-
fly Nauru [sland. Lights illuminating phos-
phate workings there were supposedly kept on
to guide the flyers.

But, to accomplish this, they would have had
to average between 170 and 190 mph over three
hours — after averaging only 115 to 120 mph
over the preceding seven-plus hours from Lae to
near Ontong Java, the position reported at 0720.

Rafford speculates: instead of Noonan
recomputing their course from Nauru, they
continued on. Thus, at about 1830 GCT, they
found themselves lost somewhere between
Howland and the Marshalls. Then, for some
baffling reason, Earhart hung a left and traveled
al least another 600 miles to Mili (at 300 mph!),
to arrive there at 2030 (the bogus “land in sight
ahead™ message).

Earlier, Loomis had taken a group of “inves-
tigators™ which included South African author
Oliver Knaggs to the Marshalls. Upon their
return, Knaggs published a book which showed
Loomis' flawed hypothesis and methods.

STEPSONS,
SISTER SCOFF

The people closest to Amelia Earhart scoft at
the spy theories. One of Earhart's stepsons, David
Binney Putnam of Boynton Beach, Florida,
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thought she “probably would have laughed" at
theories of eapture and imprisonment. He died on
1 June 1992 at Ft. Piece, Florida.

“If she had been taken prisoner, I think we
would have heard eventually,” he said. with no
mention of the mysterious Weihsien message,

“There is no question in my mind that the
plane was ditched near Howland Island,” said
George Putnam, Ir., another stepson. “The
Marshall Islands are a long way from Howland.™

But, he added, “it would be nice to know
for sure...”

“1 think it was a tragedy of the sea,” said
Amelia's sister Muriel on the 50th anniversary
of the loss. “She simply didn’t have the fuel in
her tank (o carry her where she wanted to go.”

Muriel Earhart Morrissey, a retired teacher
in suburban Medford, Massachusetts, was born
two and a hall years after Amelia and has had a
life and family of her own. But she has accepl-
ed the mantle of carrying on her sister's legacy
since she disappeared. She has often given
talks on her sister, has answered numerous
queries and even wrote two books about her
life with Amelia.

At 94, she belicves the spy stories persist
because “Americans enjoy a good mystery
story.” She has heard all the suppositions, been
amazed by the adventurous and hurt by the
tawdry, and no longer is intrigued by fresh thea-
ries. “I don't have animosity toward all these

cople who shatier my feelings,” she said. “But
Amelia was my beloved sister and we were very
close. I think certain people forget that.”

They were so close, Morrissey added, that
Amelia could never have accepted a spy mission
without discussing it with her sister. Nor could
Earhart have remained in captivity without get-
ting some message to her sister or mather. Again,
no mention of the Weihsien book message.

“I believe she just ran out of gas and went
down off Howland Island,” Muriel said. “As
far as I'm concerned she was not on a spy mis-
sion. She couldn’t have been dishonest with
people who put up the money.”

“It's not so sexy, not so dramatic,” she
continued, “'but we feel she ran cut of gasoline
and has been laid to rest with many of our New
England ancestors.

“My husband’s family were seafarcrs, As it
stands, it is a tragedy of the sea. What the sca
has taken, the sea will keep,” she says.
“Amelia is at rest.”

ELGEN LONG’S
SCENARIO

Elgen Long, 68, of San Mateo, California,
a retired airline captain, has decided to go pub-
lic after more than 20 years of massive
research into the mystery.

“What I propose is a search to Jocate the air-
plane on the ocean floor — it's still there. Locate
it. photograph it, and recover it,” said Long. He
concurs with the US Navy's official finding:
They ran out of gas and crashed northwest of the
island. He also believes that their remains are still
inside the airplane and likely could be recovered.

He said the plane should be perfectly pre-
served because there is no light or oxygen at
the depth where it presumably lies. The
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Earhart poses with some of her many flying trophies.

search would be made some 35 miles west-
northwest of Howland Island, near where the
US Navy said the Earhart plane ran out of [ue]
on 2 July 1937,

Long and his wife, Marie, have traveled
throughout the world in search of clues. At the
Cecil Hotel in New Guines, where Earhart and
Noonan stayed before the ill-fated flight, they
met Ella Birrel, danghter of the woman who
ran the hotel.

“She said she remembered that drums of
fuel labeled “Amelia Earhart” stood under trees
in the hot back vard of the hotel for several
months,” Long said, To him this was crucial
information. He calculated that becavse of the
heat, the fuel put into Earhart’s plane in New
Guinea had expanded and weighed 5.6 pounds
per gallon, instead of the usual six pounds,

“To an aircraft engine, only the weight of the
fuel is significant,” he said. “When she was
going to run out of fuel was determined by con-
sumption in pounds per hour.”

Long said he has narrowed the Electra’s loca-
tion to “a reasonable area” He said the ocean off
Howland is an “ideal search area,” with a flat clay
bottom, but the water is very deep, 16,80 feetl.
“No battles were fought there. It is not on any
shipping lanes, so there should not be a lot of
Junk around.”

Further, Long claims, the combination of
an uncalibrated compass, faulty chart coordi-
nates that actually misplaced Howland by sev-
eral miles, plus headwinds unnoticed by
Noanan, placed the Iliers west and well
beyond visual range of the island. He contends
that the US Navy chart she was vsing gave the
wrong position for Howland, putting the flight
some miles off course and supposedly out of
sight of any land at the destination point.

Yet, at 1000 ft, Earhart’s radius of vision
would be 50 miles,

OUT OF GAS

British air historian Roy Nesbit more or less
agrees with Long. Relying on letters from
Earhart and other documents in the British
Public Records Office, he says that she took off

on her last flight with less than a [ull tank.
Under any conditions, he states, should could
not have reached Mili Atoll,

Because New Guinea was part of the Bri-
tish Commonwealth, she needed British per-
mission for that part of the flight. In a letter to
the British Director of Civil Aviation, Earhart
applicd for permission and said that, for the
first attempt’s Howland-Lac leg, “1 shall carry
probably 1000 gallons.”

This was less than the full load of 1200 gal-
lons. But even 10{K} gallons put a strain on the
Elcctra, Nesbil says, Earhart’s husband,
George Putmam, said she was practicing take-
offs with up to 1(KX} gallons. (She was carrying
948 gallons when she ground-looped the
Electra at Hawaii.)

Journalists at Lae, quoting Noonan, said
Earhart took off with 950 gallens, according o
contemporary accounts in the British Museum
Newspaper Library in London. So also says an
article in a contemporary issuc of the Pacific
Isfands Monthly. However, in a 28 August 1937
report to the Secretary of the Civil Aviation
Board, Commonwcalth of Australia, J. A.
Collopy, New Guinea District Superintendent,
says the flyers left with 1100 gallons of fuel.

Normally, 950 US gallons would have been
enough to get to Howland, 2556 miles from
Lace, and provide several hours' reserve.

Twenty years ago, William L. Polhemus, nav-
igator of Ann Pellegreno’s successful re-creation
of Earhart’s flight with a Lockheed Model 10A,
advanced the 950-gallon theory. He showed
that the weight of anything more than 950 US
gallons would have precluded a takeoff from the
short, grass field at Lac...and that higher speeds
mean increasingly higher fuel consumption.

Finally, Nesbit contends that Noonan
exhausted and forced to navigate by the sun, a
procedure with which Nesbit says he was
unfamiliar,

THE “SINGLE LINE
APPROACH”

Neshit seems not to know about the
“Sunline Landfall Approach,” or “Single Line






Approach” (SLA). Noonan helped refine the
technique, which goes back to sailing ship days.
He taught it at Pan American Airways’ Miami,
Florida, navigation school. The procedure, best
described in Lt. Cmdr. P.V.H. Weems” classic
book Navigation, is reprised in a 1971 technical
paper by Polhemus, a retired USAF navigator.
The method employs celestial or solar sights of
a single body to “hit” a destination.

According to Polhemus, Noonan would
have measured the altitude (elevation in
degrees) of the sun above the horizon and noted
the exact time. He then would have calculated a
“Line of Position™ (LOP), a line at a right angle
to the sun's azimuth and at a precise distance
from the sun’s zenith. Navigational tables con-
firm that, shortly after sunrise on 2 July 1937, an
LOP crossing Howland Island, would have been
157-337, the LOP Earhart said she
was on.

To assure hitting Howland with
only this “single line,” Polhemus
says, Noonan would have offset his
course, most probably to the north,
s they could “run down™ the LOP.
By following it southeast, he could
be confident that if they missed
Howland they would spot nearby
Baker Island. Polhemus believes
Noonan probably precomputed the
times versus altitudes of the sun that
would yield an LOP that crossed
Howland, so all he had to do was
point, shoot and compare.

GO GET ’EM,
TIGHAR!

Did Earhart, after missing
Howland, somehow fly another
400 miles south to the Phoenix
Islands, and land on remote, unin-
hibited Nikumaroro island? The
“evidence” for this, presented in
1992 by Richard Gillespie of

flier had tiny feet and wore a size 6. The shoe
size was confirmed by the curator of the Amelia
Earhart museum in Atchison, Kansas.

* A third “artifact™: A metal stomach medi-
cine boltle cap that was identified by Warner-
Lambert Co. officials as used by antecedent

Villiam R. Warner Co. Gillespie claimed Earhart
was known to suffer from stomach problems.

Peter Wolf, a Warner-Lambert spokesman,
said it was of a type used until the 1950s.
However, Wolf said printing on the top of the
lid “really didn’t look like it had been weath-
ered for 50 years.”

Gillespie admitted that his nonprofit orga-
nization had spent $750,000 in donations on
their two trips to Nikumaroro,

Earhart’s route to Nikumaroro was alleged-
Iy tracked by two retired military aviators, Tom

TIGHAR, the Inter-national Group
for Historic Aircralt Recover, includes:

* A 23 x 19-inch picce of aircraft aluminum
found washed up on the island. TIGHAR
claims it came from an undersection that had
been repaired by Lockheed Earhart's ground-
loop in Hawaii. In rebuttal, a Lockheed senior
engineer, said the rivet patterns on the alu-
minum sheet did not match those of an Electra,

+ Another “artifact” Gillespie showed off:
Parts of a shoe, identified as from a “woman’s
size 9 blucher-style Oxford.” According to
Gillespie, enlargements of photos of Earhart
show her wearing this type of shoe. He further
claimed Amelia wore a size 9 shoe.

His linkage — in 1960, a US Coast Guards-
man stationed on Nikumaroro during WWII,
told newspapers that a native had found, in 1938,
a woman's skeleton wearing American size 9
narrow shoes, William Foshage Jr., president of
the Biltrite footwear division, admitted that the
heel was made before 1940 and was “the same
type of heel, basically,” as that worn by Earhart.
But he declared that this Cat’s Paw heel was
‘unisex.” “It could have been on a man’s shoe.™

According to Amelia’s sister, Muriel, the
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ionated and unethical amateur “Farhart trekkies.”

TIGHAR returned from the 1989 expedi-
tion with an aluminum box which Gillespie
claimed it was a navigator's hookcase and that
it came from Earhart’s planc. Others say the
bookease was manufactured for WWII PBY
Catalina flying boats. The bookcase was sent
to the FBI, which reported only that its materi-
als were “consistent with materials that were
being used™ in 1937,

Mary DeWitt, 46, of Forth Warth, Texas,
the photographer hired to document the expedi-
tion, said the box was found on the first day out.
She said it wasn’t until the day the expedition
left that Gillespie decided to bring it back.

Also during the 1989 expedition, TIGHAR
researchers said they discovered a small
“grave,” which they catalogued along with

how the famous flyer was utilized for publicity.

Willi and Tom Gannon, who said they had
used 19307s navigation techniques to plot
Earhart's likely course. Willi and Gannon per-
suaded Gillespie to mount an expedition to
Nikumarora in 1989,

PURLOINED RESEARCH?

Don Wade claims Willi and Gannon used
information he had developed Lo arrive at their
deduction. Wade said he had done extensive
research into the radio signals purportedly
heard after Earhart should have run out of fuel.
Direction finder bearings cited, he said. inter-
sected in the Phoenix Islands. Much of Wade's
analysis was based on his study of contempo-
rary Navy, Pan American Airways and newspa-
per reports, together with an unpublished
analysis by Professor Frederick Hooven of
Dartmouth University.

Wade said he volunteered this data to Willi
and Gannon, unaware they were planning a
search. Like Goemer, Wade had dropped out, He
says il’s because of the many superficial, opin-

other items. During the 1991 expedition,
TIGHAR dug up the grave plot and found the
bones of an infant.

A colony from the British-owned Gilbert
Islands had settled on the northwestern section
of the island from 1938 to the mid-1960s. A
clerk and interpreter for the atoll's first settle-
ment wrote Gillespie that Gilbertese workers
told him that they had found bones an the
islands about 18 months after Earhart's disap-
pearance. This, to Gillespie, corroborated
Kilts' 30-year-old tale about the size 9 shoes.

Still another Coast Guard veteran claimed:
“I was on Nikumaroro (then Gardner Island)
twice in 1944. The 250 natives living there knew
nothing about an airplane landing on the reef.
Even at the equator, the temperature in the shade
of the coconut palms is nol oppressive, since the
ocean breeze is always relatively cool. When
rain water was not available, the natives drank
water from green coconuts — a survival tip well
known to every aviator in the Pacific.”

Carol Osborne, a West Coast historian and

as——



Earhart biographer, notes: “Navy planes thor-
oughly searched Nikumaroro and other nearby
islands in the days after Earhart's disappearance.”
she said. “In October 1937, three months after
Earhart vanished, a team of |7 explorers spent
three days surveying the island and found no evi-
dence Earhart had been there,” she declared.

Henry E. Maude was a member of the
British Colonial Service survey team that
searched the island to find suitable water well
sites for future settlements. He also said that
part of his company’s search involved boat
trips along the island’s reef, which would have
attracted survivors. According to Maude's
report, 11T full-bearing coconut trees with
plenty of nuts were on the ground, the island's
lagoon teemed with fish, and fish were plentiful
along the reef. He also noted thousands of enor-
mous coconut crabs, a common food among
Pacific islanders.

“T'wo people could have survived there easi-
ly,” said Maude, 87, from his Canberra,
Australia, home. He said birds and eggs and edi-

ble plants were plentiful on the island. His report
further noted that “the trunks of the coconut trees
were in no instance ‘waisted," demonstrating
that during the last 15 or 20 years at any rate the
island has been free from drought.”

IN CONCLUSION

Until something more definite is found,
contends Thomas Crouch, chairman of the
aeronautics department of the National Air and
Space Museum of the Smithsonian Institution
in Washington, D.C., it is best to remain skepti-
cal and to endorse only the view that the plane
was “lost at sea, heaven knows where.”

Summing up the feelings of most serious
researchers, Los Angeles Times™ Paul Dean
writes, "Nobody, it seems, wants to believe
that Earhart simply wandered off course look-
ing for boot-button Howland Island, ran out of
gas and crashed in the Pacific and drowned.

“All that seems certain right now is this:"
says Deans, “Amelia Earhart flew into history,
and the mystique that surrounds her is as basic as

the wonder in the I

prehend how a piece

with the grace of a b o0 0
was a testament to that mys\. oy
the quality that sends men into sp o o0
expressed in a poem she once wrole:

COURAGE IS THE PRICE

Courage is the price that life exacts for
granting peace.

The soul that knows it not, knows no release

From litile things;

Knows not the livid loneliness of fear

Nor mountain heights, where bitter joy can hear

The sound of wings.

How can life grant us boon of living,
compensate

Faor dull gray ugliness and pregnant hate

Unless we dare

The soul’s dominion? Each time we make a
choice, we pay

With courage to behold resistless day

And count it fair.
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D. US Navy, Burcau of Acronautics, Newsletter,
Untitled article on
the search for Amelia Earhart, August 15, 1937,

United States Department of State
Correspondence File 740.00115A
PW/3-2145 (Weihsien internment ciamp)
Correspondence File 800.79611 Putnam (1936-1937).

pond and D of
in D, R: 1t Franklin D. R |
Library, Hyde Park, N.Y. — Various record groups,
especially OF 6-V: ( ), OF 18-8: CT and OF 18-V;
{ ) relating to Baker, Howland and Jarvis [slands,
covering the period 1924-1028,

The Cor

The Personal Correspondence of Franklin D,
Roosevelt and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Franklin
DR It Library — Ci PO (a)
Concerning flight arrangemeats, or (b) with or
about Copeland, Earhart, Putnam and Vidal,
covering the periad 1934-1940,

US Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C'.,
The United States Strategic Bombing Survey
(USSBS), Volume, The American Campaign
Against Wotje, Maloelap, Mille (sic) and Jaluit,
1949 {Non-militarization of Mili Atoll before
1942),

US Library of Congress, MAP 46.419 Williams,
Clarence S.; ltinezary of Roend the World Flight,
Los Angeles, Calif,, 1942 (includes 16 maps); and
MAP 46-421 Williums, Clarence S.; Flight Folders
for Round the Worid Flight, Los Angeles, Calif’,
1942 (includes 29 maps).

BRITISH

GOVERNMENT FILES

Public Records Office, Kew (London, England);

AVIA2/1082 Amelia Farhart File (Selected Ttems):
Letter of February 13, 1937 from Amelia Earhart to
Lt, Col. Sir Fruncis Shelmerdine, Director of Civil
Aviation (Great Britain) outlining flight plans,
ranges and fucl needed.

Cable of February 13, 1937 from George P,
Putnam, Jr. to Jacques de Sibour (UK Standard Ol
rep.) outlining fight plans.

Letter of March 5, 1937 from Shelmerdine to
Putnam giving approval for Right plans over GB
tesTitories.

(Amounts of fuel and lubes to be located at landing
stops along the way is also in these records — map
showing this was published in “Last Flight” q.v.)

PRIVATE FILES
Special Collections Library, Purdue University,
West Lafayette, Indiana; Amelin Eachart File
(Selected Items):
Report of August 28, 1937 to the Secretary of the
Civil Aviation Board, Commonwealth of Australia,
from
New Guinea District Superintendent J. A. Collopy.
(He says they left with
1100 gallons of fuel.)

Interdepurtmental Communication, Lockheed
Aircraft Corporation of June 2, 1936, to Mr.
Chappellet from J. W. Cross, Subject: Weight
Statement for Secial No. 1085, June 2, 1936,
(Details weights of equipment removed from
standard 10E and weights of materials and special
equipment added to the AE craft,)

Alr Mail Letter of March 5, 1936

from Robert B. Gross, President, Lockheed
Aircraft Corporation, Burbank, Calil’, to George P.
Putnim, New York, NY, "Performance
Guarantees,” March 5, 1936.

Smithsonian Institution, National Air and Space
Museum, Washington, D.C.; Ameliz Farhart General
File FO1T1300 — Earhart personal correspondence
Trom ¢ 1929-1937 and copies of National NRS files.

NEWSPAPERS AND WIRE

SERVICES
Like the Missing Earhart, Movie About Pilot’s
Flight a Lost Cause, by John Freeman, Television-
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Radio Writer — The San Diego Union-Tribune, June
12, 1994 (TNT cable television network)

Books of The Times; Amelin Eachart a Spy? Author
Answers Yes, by Herbert Mitgang — The New York
Times, February 15, 1994 (Brink’s book)

Was America’s Superwoman a Spy in the Sky?, by
Ben Macintyre — The Times (London), Janvary 26,
1994 (same)

Bills Would Declassify Earhart Papers - The
Chicago Tribune, July L1, 1993

Earhart ‘Executed’ — The Press Association Limited,
Press Association Newslile, April |, 1939 (Henri
Keyzer-Andre says the Japanese did her in for the
Electra's landing gear — Dateline is particularly fitting!)

Richard Black, 90, Antarctic Explorer With Admiral
Byrd (Obitwary),

by Bruce Lambert — The New York Times, August 13,
1992

Will Earhart Mystery Fans Allow it to be Solved?, by
Marshall Santos — Pacific Daily News (Agana, Guam},
Ganrett Company, Inc., June 23, 1992

Brad (Bradford) Washburn — A Man for All
Mountains; (second of two parts), by Mark Wilson,
Stafl Writer

The Boston Globe, April 26, 1992

Karhart Plane Part Finding Prompts Accusations
Aplenty, by Lewis Beale,

Los Angeles Times — The Houston Chronicle, April 21,
1992 (TIGHAR)

Mystery Remains, by Earl M. Wide (letter) — The
Chicaga Trilune,
April LI, 1992

A Theory That Won't Fly? East Coast Experts say
They Solved the Amelia Karhart Mystery. But a West
Coast Group Thinks Not, by Paul Dean.

Staff Writer — The Los Angeles Times, March 30, 1992

Kansan Saw Japan’'s Rise 20 Years Before Pearl, by
James J. Fisher, The Kansas City Star, December b,
1991 (excellent “Pete” Ellis background)

Farhart Aircraft May Have Been Found —
Wilmington, Del., the United Press International,
November 6, 1991

Florida Woman Says Farhart Photo Taken Before
She Disappeared — Choctaw Beach, Fla., the
Asseciated Press, September 28, 1991 (Gervais photo)

Auctions, Afvmail, by Ritu Reif —
The New York Times, September 13, 1991 (Dimity"s
Tone Might cover 1o be auctioned at Christic’s)

Researchers Say They've Found New Evidence on
Amelin Earhart, by Ron Staton — the Associated
Press, September 12, 1991 (Gervais “Saipan™ photo)

Pacific Island Grave Could Be Earhart's, by Carleton
R. Ryan — The Washington Times, September 5, 1991
(TIGHAR)

Soaring Hopes...Allure of Amelia Earhart Lives on
as Explorers Prej to Put Mystery of Her Final
Flight to Rest, by Vince Kowalick , Los Angeles Daily

News, August 13, 1991

Da Earhart Photos Show Key Clue?
12.C., The Associated Press, July 2, 1991

Indiana Pilot Claims Clue to Amelin Earhart
Mystery, by Kip Coons — The Associated Press, April
24,1991 (Spots photo in Purdue collection)

ked to Earhart Plane? — The
January 4, 1991

Washington,

Metal Box Li
Assovinted Pre:

Metal Box Considered Promising Clue in Earhart
Search — The Associated Press, August 18, 1990

The Search for Amelia Farhart, by Don Wade —
Treasure Search, June 1989

Farhart Mystery May Have Run Out of Gas, by R. C.
Longwaorth - The Chicage Tribune, February 7, 1989
(Nesbit)

Historian Thinks Earhart Ran Out of Gas and
Crashed, by Ben Dobbin — The Associated Press,
Junuary 17, 1989 (Nesbit)

Certainly one of aviation's most enigmatic trios: George Putnam, Paul Mantz, and

Amelia Earhart.

Holding Amelia Aloft; Earhart's Devoted Sister, S0
Years Later, by Arlene Levinson — The Asseciated
Press, January 9, 1989

Amelia Earhart — After 50 Years, New Clues Fail to
Saolve the Mystery of her Fate, by Michael Collies
The Qaklasd Tribune, July 5, 1987

50 Years Later, N, Hollywood Bears Trices of
Vanished Aviator, by Aurorn Mackey — Las Angeles
Tinies, July 2, 1987

She Taught Amelia to Fly; Neta Southern
Remembers the Other Tombay Aviatrix. by Blake
Groen — the San Francisco Chronicle, July 2, 1987

Radio Man Calls Earhart ‘Dedicated,

All Business', by Blake Green — The

San Froncisco Cheanicie, July 2, 1987

The Mysterious 1945 Telegram — The Los Angeles
Tines Syndicare, July 2, 1987

Pilots: ‘Let the Search for Amelia Farhart Continue’
— The Assocrate Press, July 2, 1987 (495)

Farhart’s Kndaring Enigma; 50 Years Haven't
Resolved Questions, by Carla Hall — The Washington
Post, July 2, 1987

50 Years After Disappearance, Sister Insists Earhart
Was No Spy — The Asseciated Press, July 1, 1987

tarhart Was No Spy, Died From Flight
ated Press, June 30, [987

Sister Says:
Error — The Asst

Fifty Yeurs After Disappearance, Theories and
Search Continue, by Cataline Ortiz — The Associated
Press, Junc 28, 1987

A New Theory on Amelia Earhart; 50 Years After
Disappearance, Experts Puzzle Over Flyer’s Fate, by
Paul Dean — The Loy Angeles Times, June 28, 1987

Fifty Yeurs Later Earhart's Fate Still A Mystery, by
Paul Anderson — The United Press [ntemational, June
25, 1987

The Karhart Mystery — 50 Years After Her Final
Ilight the World Still Wonders, by Blaine Taylor, The
Orange Coraty Register, June 21, 1987
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50 Years Ago, Earhart Flight Began — The Unied
Press International, May 21, 1987

Mariettan Belleves He's Solved
Earhart Disappearance Mystery, by Katic Long —
The Marietta (Go.) Daily Joarnal, Apnil 5, 1987

Revlving the Earbart Mystery; Scholars Again Deny
Aviator Spled for FDR, by Carin Hall — The
Washinglon Post, September 18, 1986

Busi Says Jap E d Amelia
Enchart, by Pavla Dittrick — United Press
International, Seplember 16, 1987 (“Buddy™ Brennan)

Book Review: “Amelia Earbart,

The Final Story” by Vincent Loomis with JefTrey
Ethell, by Paul Dean — The Los Angeles Times,
September 5, 1985

50th Anniversary of Earbart’s Honoluln-Oakland
Hop. by Stewart Taggen — Associated Press, January
11, 1985

Famous Pllot's Letters Added to Radcliff Collection,
by Phil Cannaday, Associated Press, June 2, 1983

Did Amelia Die, or was she Irene Bolam?
MYSTERY: Traits of 2 Women Differed; ‘1 Only
Did it as a Joke!': Irene's Life not so Mysterions —
Data, Testimony Chronicle Past; Irene Through the
Years; Stories by Lois DiTommaso, Sue Emmons and
Donna Kenyon — The News Tribune, Woadbridge, NY.,
October 29, 1982 (Note: These are only a few (vom &
multi-article, 12-day series on Boelon)

Amelia Earhart — The Legend and Mystery Linger
on, by Daniel F. Gilmore — The United Press
Intesnational, June 18, 1982 (Smithsonian symposivm)

Did Amella Earhart Run Out of Gas?, by Daniel F.
Gilmaore — The United Press International, June 18,
1982

Laooking for Amelia — Former Alr Force Officer
May Solve Mystery of Famous Flier's Fate, two-part
article by Mark Hanebutt — The Atfanta Constisation,
November 22-23, 1979 (Loomis searches)

KEYWORD: Earhart, by Ron Staton — The
Associated Press, Honolulu, August 3, 1979 (Loomis
silver containet)

Version Gained from *Skips' — Amella Earhart Fan
Tells of her Last Flight, by Mac McDeaough — The
Bakersfield Californian, February 6, 1979 (Thind of
three aboul Robert Myers)

Earhart Dy d, Charges Radi
by Mac McDonough — The Bakersfield Californian,
February 5, 1979 (Second of three)

Man Says Earhart Alive in Spain,
by Mac McDonough — The Bakersfield Californiaon,
February 4, 1979 (First of threc)

After 42 Years, the Fate of Amelia Earhart is Still a
Mystery, by Harry Famrell — The Mercary News, San
Jose, Calif,, January 19, 1979

New Clues May Reveal Truth in Amelin Earhart
Mystery! — Midunight/Globe, September 28, 1978
(Loamis scarches)

Hypnotized GI Returns to Atoll, by David Honners —
The Globe-Neves, Amarillo, Texas, September 28, 1978
(W, R. Spencer tells of windews in plane)

Was it Karhart’s Lost Plane?, by David Hanners —
The Glabe-News, Amarillo, Texas, August 27, 1978
(Spencer tells of plane off Majuro)

Wheeler Man Believes Earhart was Spy — The
Globe-News, Amarillo, Texas, August 21, 1978 (Laflin
and Jackson agree)

Area Man Remembers Aviatrix’s Distress Calls, by
Ear] Moseley — The Giobe-News, Amarillo, Texas,
August 21, 1978 (L. C. Laflin)

Pampa Farmer Says He Knows Amelin’s Fate, hy
David Hanners — The Globe-News, Amurillo, Texas,
April 12, 1978 (W. B. Jackson — WWII diary, suitcase)

S1-Million Suit by Bolam Still in Pretrial Stage, by
Lee Dembart — The New York Times, July 7, 1974

Myths Parted From Reality — Earhart Flight
Recalled; Book Documents Her Loss — Pacific Daily
News, September 20, 1972 (Strippel’s book)

Bolam Files $1-Million Libel Suit Against McGraw
Hill — The New York Timies, March 19, 1972

Subject of Book’s Claim Denies Being Amelin
Earhart — The Washington Pos:, November 1, 1970

Navy Declassifies Its Files on Amelia Earhart —
Unitex] Press Intemational, July 12, 1967 {Actually only coz fik)

Michigan Housewife Circles World in
30-Year-Old Plane — United Press International, July
7, 1967 {Ann Pellegreno)

Woman To Follow Earhart Air Route — United Press
International, June §, 1967

Book Review: ‘The Search for Amelia Earhart’ by
Fred Goerner - The New York Times, September 13,
1966-October 2, 1966

Coast Guard Report, Secret for 25 Years, Adds to
Earhart Mystery, by Macon Reed — The Navy Tiines.
July 14, 1962 (never secrel — see the Oakland Tribune
series May &, 9 and 10, 1938)

Earhart Mystery Foto Taken in Honolulu — New
York Daily News, November 27, 1961 {Francis
Rapkiewicz tells photo taken after first attempt; “chains”
are 11 bracelet, Japanese “offices™ is Standard Ol
driver.)

G1s Find on Saipan: Foto of Amelia — New York
Daily News, November 26, 1961 (Harry Weiser
tells of picture of AE “in chains™ tacked to wall
in house)

Teeth, Bones from Saipan Checked

for Earhart Clue — The Washingion Star. November
25, 1961 (Hitoshi Tsunoda, former Japanese naval
commander and historian, denies — calls it "nonsense™)
(Goemer)

Cal. U, Prof to Check Saipan Bones,
‘The New: York Times, November 25, 1961,

Bendix Corp. Says Generator Not Earhart’s —The
New York Times, July 9, 1960

Photo Proof Cited in Karhart Mystery, The New York
Times, July 6, 1960 (Briand says Gervais has Saipan
photos)

Mantz to Check Generator Found in Swnipan
Wreckage — The New Yark Times, July 3, 1960 (H, H,
Railey, carly Eathart sponsor, disputes Saipan story)

CBS News Reports Earhart and Noonan May Have
Been Executed by Japanese After Forced Landing
near Saipan — The New York Thnes, July 2, 1960
(quoles Briand — Zenshizo Hoshina, Japanese execution
reconds acdministrator, denies)

Speculation About Fate of Amelia Earhart Revived
at Opening of Memorial to Flier - The Washingron
Poss, October 8, 1949 (Smithsonian display)

Mother Says Earhart Died in Japan on Gov't
Mission — The New York Times, July 25, 1949
(American Legion announces it will sponsor
Smithsonian display)

Jnpanese Official Denies Earhart Is Alive and a
Prisoner — The New York Times, September 23, 1945

»
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The aircraft with which Amelia Earhart will always be associated:

Lockheed Burbank factory with Vega NC199E in the background.
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Lockheed Model 10E NR(X)16020. The aircraft is pictured at the



Rumors That Amelia Earhart Is Alive Doubted by
Naval Officer, by Bob Geiger — The Associnted Press,
“Advanced Pucific Base,” January 15, 1945 (Capt.
Irving Johnson, former suiling ship skipper — Putnam
hired himn for 1940 search)

Curbed Karhart Search: Japanese told U.S. They
Would Hunt in Marshalls — The Associated Press,
Marshall [slands, March 5, 1944 (Delayed) (USS
Lexingten's Exec discloses this following Eliea story)

Earhart Tale Told by Pacific Natives; “Third-Hand®
Story Says Woman Flier Was Taken to Japan — The
Associated Press, Marshall [slands. March 4, 1944
(Delayed) (Lt. Bogan and Elieu)

Says Navy Theory on the Earhart Mystery Was That
Japanese Had Captured Flier — The Associated
Press, April 12, 1943 (Dr. Britain statement [he was
Colorado search guest] — publicity for “Flight Tor
Freedom™?)

‘Stand By to Die' Filming Notes — The New Vork
Times, September 27, 1942 (Horuoe McCoy claims
“govemment" forbade earlies writing)

‘Stund By to Die’ Plot Reviewed; Similarity to
Earhart Loss Cited — The New York Times, May 3,
1942,

Toll of U.S. Raids Detailed by Navy — The New York
Times, February 14, 1942 {Strike veports tell of non-
militarization of Mili Atall)

Irving Johnson Begins New Earhart Search - The
New York Times,
April 18, 1940

Eric Hanner Plans South Seas Search for Farhart
and Noonan — The New York Times, October 15, 1939

G.P. Putnam Reports he was kidnapped by Nazis in
Protest Against His Book — May 14, 1939 (Nice bat aof
PR.Y}

Earhart Film Biography Planned —
The New York Times, February 9, 1939

Court Declares Earhart Legally Deac; Names
Putnam Executor — The NVew York Times, January 6,
1939

Earhart Foundation Plans New Search, The
Associated Press, June 13, 1938

Earhart Loss Seen us Radio Tragedy; New Light
Shed on Drama of Last Flight by Log of Coast Guard
Cutter Jtasea; *Casual Attitude’ of Flier on

C ication Equi Notest by C !

The New York Times and NANA, Inc,, Oakland,
Calil,, May 14, 1938 (Edited version of three articles
citesd below which refute claims that Const Guard files
were not opened until 1967)

Log Tells of Vain liffort to Contact Earhart Plane
The Wasiingeon Star, May 12, 1938 (Same)

Earhart Missed Howland un's Glare, Says
Report, by Alfred P. Reck - The Oakland Tribune.
May 10, 1938 (third of three urticles detailing ftasea’s
mvolvement before and during the search)

1L.S. Officer Denies Earhart Loss Due to Battery
Lack: (Jump page) Lack of Data Hindered Efforts to
Save Earhart. by Alfred P. Reck — The Oaklond
Tribane, May 9, 1938 (scoond of three)

Farhart Flight Facts Revealed —

Fliers Navigated Accurately to Howland But Were
Lost Through Faulty Radio Set, Coast Guard
Records Declare;,

(Jump Page) Earhart Loss Lald to Radio — Fliers
Unable to Hear lasca Signal, Coast Guard Reveals,
by Alfred R. Reck — The Oakland Tribune, May 8.
1938

{first of three)

Wilbur Rothar Committed to
Insane Hospital, The New York Times, October 14,
1937

Mfr, Doubts Rubber Raft Found off Hawaii is
Earhart's, The Associated Press, October 8, 1937

Canton Island As an Air Base —

‘The New York Thnes, Scptember 19, 1937 (Discusses
the geography, climate and then-current colonization of
the Phoenix [slunds, including Gardner [Nikumaroroj)

Coast Guard Traces Supposed Earhart Radio Calls
to Eastern U.S. — The New York Times, August 27,
1937

Plans (o Use Earhart Flight Records in Memorial
Book — The Associated Press, August 18, 1937

Wilbur Rothar Indicted in Karhart Extortion
Aftempt — The New Yook Times, Avgust 6. 1937

Much Data Gained in Earhart Search; More than
250,00 Sq. Miles of Unfamiliar Territory Covered in
Highly Strategic Area — The Asseciated Press,
Washington, July 23, 1937

Putnim Offers Reward for Earhart Information
The New York Times,
July 25, 1937

FDR Denies Extra Expense to Navy in Search — The
Associated Press, Washington, July 20, 1937

Rep. Scott Demands Cost of Search and Reason for
Permitling Flight; Calls for Legislation to Prohibit
Future Searches — The New York Times, July 18, 1937

Earhart Search Criticized in House of
Representatives — The New York Tion
(Speeches by C. 1, Faddis, R, A. Colli

L July 10, 1937
. B. N. Scott)

Radio Skit Canses an Earhurt Mix-up; Hawalian
Operator Listening to March of Time Program
Believes Conversation Real — Wireless from Honolulu
to the New York Times, July 10, 1937

Radio Slip-Up Seen Costly to Earhart — Cal B.
Allen, Heruid Tribune Aviation Editor, New York
Hervald Tribune Syndicaze, July 8, 1937

Commerce Secty. Roper, Asst, Secty. Johnson Say
Department Will Ban “Publicity Stunt Flights™
The New York Times, July 8. 1937

Japanese Naval Ship, Koshu (sic), Ordered to Search
The New York Times, July 7. 1937

NOTE: Space does not permit the detailed listing of the
hundreds of routine newspaper articles about Amelia

Earbarz. the flight and the search which apy d during
the period from June | through July 20, 1937. The
researcher is directed to the indexes of any of the
“newspapers of vecord” (New ¥ork Times, Los Angeles
Times, Washington Post, Atlanta Constition, ele. ),
Also missing from this listing, because of lack of general
availability, are a number of exclusive reports carvied by
the New York Herald Tribune and miticles by its aviation
editor Carl Allen,

Earhart Starts World Flight
June 1, 1937

Plans World Flight Tukeof¥ From Miami — The New
York Times, May 30, 1937 (Discusses preparations at
Pan Am's beadquarters)

‘The New York Tones,

Plane Stightly Damaged by Fire at Tucson — The
New York Times,

May 22, 1937

Earhart Arrives in California to Test Plane — The
New York Times, May 4, 1937

Earhart Plans Second Attempt in May — The New
Yark Times, April 23, 1937

Al Willinms Critivizes Earbart; Her World Flight —
The Cleveland Press, March 31, 1937

— The New York

Earhart Plane Shipped to U,
Times, Morch 28, 1937

Ship Burns, Crew Escapes — The New York Times,
March 27, 1937 (MLS. Fijiian)

Ship Fire Under Control — The New York Times,
March 25, 1937 (M.S. Fijiian, but other Jocation)

Farhart and Crew Unhurt as Plane Crashes in
‘T'nkeoff; Sails for Los Angeles, Says She Will Resume
Flight After Repairvs; Purdue U, Comments — The
New York Times, March 21, 1937

Maotor Expert Reports Plane Defectively Lubricated
- The New York Times,
March 20, 1937

Arrives in Hawaii — Sets Speed Record — The New
Yark Times, March 19, 1937

Introduce Bill in House to Award Congressional

RARE WwW I

Soviet Warplanes
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Shturmovik

Flying Tank

SCARCE!
Very Limited Supply
Includes stand and original box
with USSR markings.

IL-2 Shturmovik $35.00 ea
MBR-2 Seaplane(few left) $35.00 ea
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Medal if She Completes Flight — The New York
Taones, Maveh 18, 1937

sirhiart Takes OFF; Overtakes Clippers — The New
Yok Tomes, Marck 17, 1937

Mantz and Noonan to Accompany
Flight Part of Way, Manning to Co
Australia — The New York Times, March 16, 1937

Sels Date for Takeofl; CG and Navy Ships Take
Positions (o Watch Route — The New York Times,
Murch 13, 1937

To Carry 10,400 Special Stamp Covers — The New
York Times., Febroary 13, 1937

Earhart Announces East to West Flight — The New
Yok Thimes, Febroary 12, 1937

Manning to Navigate Earhart Flight — The New Yok
Timies — Junuary 31, 1937

Commerce, Interlor Officials Leave Honolulu with
Men and Equipment to Build Howland Island
Alvport — The New York Times, January 14, 1937

Vidal Registration from Bureau of Air Commerce
Rumared — The New York Times, December 31, 1936
{Eugene Vidal, Bureau of Air Commerce head and
ultimate Earhant fhight approver)

Copeland Asks For Purther Hearings Before Final
Repart - ‘The New York Times, December 31, 1936

Mandate Airdines Planned by Japan — The New York
Times, November 10, 1936

Smith Links Reds With Roosevelt —
The New York Times, November 1, 1936

Supplies for Island Colonists Sent on CG Cutter
Irasea — The New York Tones, October 15, 1936

Waorld Flight Aim of Miss Earhart —

The New Yark Times, October 4, 1936 (Asst.

o Secty. J. M. Jol Seores Merrill’s
Transatlantic ‘Stunt’ Flight, then reveals Earhart's
plins Tor around-the-world flight

Enrhart Scconds Rep. O'Day's Renomination at

Dem, Convention — The New York Times, September
30, 1936

Earhart Speaks at Roosevelt Rally —
The New York Tines, September 27, 1936

Earhart Backs Roosevell; Issues Statement — The
New York Times, Seplember 20, 1936

Copeland Urges Republicans Center on Democrats
nnd Non-Yoters The NVew York Times, September 20,
1936 (Copeland, an unti-R it T: y D )

Farhart Arrives at N.Y. in ‘Laboratory’ Plane — The

Sen. Copeland Will Not Attend Democratic National
Convention, The New Yark Times. June 16, 1936
(Expresses anti-FDR views)

Photo with “Flying Laboratory™ —
The Associated Press, June 6. 1936

Earhart Denies World Flight Plans — 1he Asocinled
Press, May 22, 1936 (She says “need planes for
mommis and poppas™ [nod the 60" singers|)

Earhart Plans World Flight Under Purdue Auspices

— The Associated Press, May 12, 1936 {Faul Maniz
spills the beuns)

Purdue U. Announces AE Fund for Aeronautical
Research to Purchase “Flying Laborators™ e
New York Tones, April 20, 1956

Vidal Testifies at Sennte Air Salety Committer —
The Assocuted Press, Februury 15, 1936

Earhart Fifth in Bendix Trophy Race — The
Associated Press, Augost ¥, 1935

Earhart Sets Non-Stop Records
(Mexico flight) — The New York Times. May 9, 1935

Plans Non-Stop Flight from Calif. to Mexico DLF. and
N.Y. - The New York Times, April 26, 1935

Earhart Hungry as White House Guest — The New
York Times, March 14, 1935

Lands at Oukland in 18-1/4 Hours;
st Solo Pacific Flight — The Moy York Tinies. Janvary
13,1935

Warned by F. A. Flynn of Proposed Pacitic Flight —
The New York Timies, January 7, 1935 {Poliucal
Tobbying vis o vis sugar tanfl legislaton)

Honolulu Star-Bulletin Urges Barving Earhart Flight
— The New York Times, December 30, 1954

May Fly Back from Honolulu tn LS, — The New
Yark Times, December 19, 1934

Fo Exhibit Her Sports Clothes Designs, The New: Yol
Timies. November 24, 1934

Interview on War in Yale Daily News — November
11, 1933

To Operate New Boston & Maine Airways - The Ve
York Times. August 6, 1933

Sets Women's Record 17 hours,
7-1/2 minutes for West-1o-Fast Transcomtinental
Flight — The New York Tones, July 9. 1933

To Race With Ruth Nichols for Women's Prize and
With Five Men in Bendix Transcontinental Race —
The New Yark Tames. July |, 1933 (Forced down in
Wichitu. July 2)

New York Times, September 1, 1936 (Radio instalied at
Roosevelt Ficld)

William T. Miller, Bureau of Alr Commerce, Reports
Progress on Howland, Baker and Jarvis Island
Bases; Radlo Statlons to be Ready in Three Months
— The New York Tunes, August 18, 1936 (Miller was
00 ‘mystery man')

Earhart Receives ‘Laboratory® Plane — The New
York Times, August 2, 1936

W.T. Miller and Group Leave Honolulu to Begin
Preparation of Air Bases at Howland, Baker and
Jarvis Islands - The New York Times, July 26, 1936

Commeree Secty. Roper Assails Senate (Copeland)
Committee Report Criticizing Bureau of Air
Commerce — The New York Times, July 15, 1936

Sen. Copeland Scores FDR Policies at 15th
Anniversary Celebration of Saciety of Tt

Resigns as V.P. of National Acr ics Assn, - The
New York Times. May 8, 1933

Scores DALR. For Agitating For Armaments While
Deing Nothing About Wousen Serving — Apol 22, 1933

Pilots Mrs. Roosevelt to Baltimore
The New York Tones, April 21, 1933

Franklin Institute (Philadelphia) Acyuires Her
Transatlantic Plane -

The New York Times, December 29, 1932

Made Honorary Member of Gird Reserves of
Westchester County —

The New York Times, October 15, 1932 (ot the U.S.
Army Reserve!)

NOTE: The following four items are only a few of the
many articles concerning the Transcontinental flight.
“The her is directed 1o newspapers of record.

The New Yark Times, July 5, 1936 (Tammany was the
New York City Democratic “machine™)

Vidal Criticized in Senate Air Safety Committee
Report — The New York Times, July 4, 1936

Vidal Scored by Senate Air Safety Committes - The
New York Times,

June 25, 1936

W.T. Miller Plans New Expedition to South Pacific
Islands for Collection of Weather Data — The New
Yark Tones, June 20, 1936
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First Woman to Fiy Non-Stop Coast-
to-Coast — The New York Tinees, August 26, 1932

Starts Non-Stop Transcontinental Flight at Los
Angeles — The New York Tomes, July 13, 1932 (Arrives
at Newirk, NI, after stop at Columbas, July 14)

Halts Plauned Non-Stop Transcontinental Flight al
St. Louis; Senate Approves Bill Awarding
Distinguished Flying Cross — The New Yok Thncs.
July 2, 1932 {(Hoover signs bill, July 3: Vice Presidens
Cuitis presents, July 30)

Voted Distinguished Service Medal by House of
Representatives — The New Yook Tanes, June 21, 1932

NOTE: The following are only a few of the many
newspapers arlicles concerning the ransatlantic solo
Night, the uccolades she received and various PR
activities, The researcher is ngain directed to the indexes
of newspapers of record.

Lands Near Londonderry, Ireland: First Women to
Fly Solo Across Atlantic; Flight Described — The
New Yark Times, May 22, 1932

Lawves for New Brunswick with B, Balchen and E.
Gorsky Tor Transatlantic Flight — The New York
Thines, Muy 20, 1932

Gets Suspended Sentence far Speeding
in Auto — The New York Times. March
12,1932

Feature Article on Transcontinental Autogira Trip
— The New York Tones, July 19, 1931

T Receive Officlal Reprimand for Abilene Autogiro
Crash — The New York Tames., June 20, 1931

Elected V.P. of National Aeronautics Assn. — The New
Youd. Tionees, Apwsl 26, 1931
Sets Unofficial Autogire Altitnde Record - The New

Yeorh Thines. Apiil 9, 1931

Earhart Marries G. 1 Inam, The
New York Times, February 8, 1931

Receives Certificate Aflirming Speed Record — The
New York Times, Februry 5, 1931

s Autogire Carrying Passenger — The New York
fimes, December 20, 1930

G.P, Putoam Admits He and Earhart Have Marriage
License; No Date Set — The New York Tomes,
November |1, 1930

Denles Marriage w G. P. Putnam
The Vew: York Times, November 10, 1930

Slightly Injured in Plane Crash — The New Yok
Times, Seplember 26, 1930

Gives Reasons Why Five Prominent Women Pilots
Refused o Fly in Women's Air Derby of National Airv
Races — The New York Times, August 6, 1930

Dendes Marriage, Engagement to
Sam Chapman — The New York Tomes. Tune 6, 1030

G.P. Putnam Guarded in London Alter Alleged
Threats on Life Because of Proposed Publishing of
Book about Halian Political Prisoners — The New
Yoork Times, Jamuary 4, 1930 (Nice bit of PR.! —
original)

Establishes New Women’s Speed Record. The New
Yark Tiies. November 23, 1929

Flies ut Allentown, Pa. in Interest of Proposed
Assoviation of Women Pilots — The New York Thmes,
Nowvember 5, 1929

Dives to Bottom of Sea — The New York Times. July
24, 1929

Passenger on First T.A.T. Westbound Teip — The
New Yok Times. July &, 1929

Appointed Assistant to General Traffic Manager,
T.AT. — The New York Times, July 2, 1929

Donates Girl’s Trophy for Model Airplane Contest
— The New York Times, May 26, 1929

Recelves Transport License
March 29, 1929

The New York Times,

In Emergency Landing Near Utica, N.Y, — The New
Yark Times, March 26, 1929

Upsets Plane at Curtiss Fleld — The New York Times,
March 4. 1929

Entertained by Mr, and Mrs, Putnam — The New
Yok Times. December 3, 1928

Breaks E 10 Sam Cl
York Times, Novembey 23, 1928

The New

In Forced Landing at Tintic, Utah —
The New York Times, October 1. 1928




Unhart in Plane Crash with Putnam — The New York
Times, September 1, 1928

Named Assoviate Editor of Cosmopaolitan - The New
York Thmes, August 29, 1928

Putnam Discusses Financing of Flight by Mrs, ¥,
Guest — The New York Times. July 27, 1928

NOTE: The following are only a few of the many
newspapers articles which appenred after, during and
befare the transatlantic flight.

Fliers Sail From Southampton; Greeted at
Cherbourg; Earhart Building Planned for Boston —
The New York Times, June 29, 1928

Earhart Buys Ludy Heath's Moth: Will Tour US, —
The New York Times, June 27, 1928

Fliers Lionized; Feted — AP, UP, INS, June 20-29.
1928

Friendship Arrives at Burry Port, Wales (plus many
sldebars) — The New York Times, June 19, 1928

Fliers Now Plan to Make Ircland the Objective
The New York Times, June 15, 1928

Fliers Give Up After Five Failures to
Get Off (sic) — The New York Times,
June 14, 1928

Delayed by Weather; Hear of Rival Plans of Mabel
Boll — The New Yark Times, June 7, 1928

Plane Ready for Flight; Mrs. Guest is Backer — The
New York Tones, June 6, 1928

Flies from Halifax to Trepassey; Comments;
Nominated vice president of National Aeronautics
Association —

The New Yark Timey, June 5, 1928

Stultz, Gordon, Karhart Fly from Boston to Halifax
on First Leg of Flight to England — The New York
Times. June 4, 1928 (Includes quote lrom Mabel Boll on
Stultz’s connection with flight)

MAGAZINES AND OTHER
PERIODICALS

Did Amelia Earhart Survive? Rollin C. Reyneck, Col.
USAF (Ret.) — Air Classics, April-May 1995

The Aviatrix and the University: Amelia Earhartat
Purdue, Ray Boomhower, Traces of Indiana and
Midwestern History: A Publication of the Indiana
Historical Society, Indianapolis, Ind.}, Summer 1994

Where in the World Are Winslow Reefs and Amelia
Earhart? Earth in Space {American Geaphysical Union,
Washington, D.C.), Seplember 1994

Amelia Earhart: Is the Search Over? Siephen
Wilkinson — Air & Space Smithsonion, August 1992

Heritage: Searchers Unearth What They Claim are
New Clues, Michacl O'Leary — Air Progress, July
1992

The Mystery of Amelia Earhart, by Richurd
Gillespie; An Opposing View, by Frunk Schelling —
LIFE, Apeil 1992

‘The Intelligence Failure of Pearl Harbor, by David
Kahn — Foreiga Affairs (Council on Foreign Relations,
Ine.). Winter 1991 {Excelleat Background)

AWA Profiles: Kenneth Lum-King, ex-K6BAZ —
The Old Timer's Bulletn, Official Journal Antigque
Wireless Association, Yol. 30, No. 10, May 1989
(Howland Island station description)

What Did Happen to Amelia Earhart, by Roy Nesbit
— Aeroplane Monthly, Londgon, January and February
1989 {Includes British sources bibliography)

FDR’s Own Network: Gentlemen Spies (Book
Review: The Second Oldest Profession. by Phillip
Knightley: W.W. Norton & Company) — U.S, Meyws &
Warld Repore, January 12, 1987

Missing und Presumed Down! by H. M. Anthony,
Cdr. USCG (Ret.) — The Campirss (Mobil
International magazine), 1987 Number 1 (This one is
good!y

Book Review: Amelin Farhart, the Final Story, by
Jeffrey Hart — National Review, Vol. 37 October 18, 1985

What Really Happened to Amelia Eachart? hy Don
Wade — Aviation Jouwmed!, Febeuary, March, April,
May, June 1984

Amelia and the Mystery of N16020, R.W, Koch — Air
Classies, August 1981

Amelia Farhart, Aviation's Greatest Mystery, by Joo
Smith, Max Clements and Maryke Clements — Ruenwey 26
(row defunct), August, September, November 1978

Laockheed's Model 10 Electen, Thomas M. Emmertand
William T Larking — American Aviation Historical
Saciery Jownal, Second Quarter 1978, (Highly detailed
history of the airernft and its variants)

Amelia Eachart and the California to Mexico Flight
Controversy, Marvin Hissman - Sramps, July 8, 1978

What Happened to Amelia Earhart, I, Gordon Vacth
— Alr Line Piles, February 1978

Amelia Eachart's Fatal Decision,
Donald W, Thomas — American Aviation Historicol
Society Journal, Summer 1977

What Happened to Amelia Earhart, by
1. Gordon Vaeth — NOAA Magazine.
July 1977

Amelin Earhart Myths, Frunk Wolfe — Hownsron
Chronicle Magazine, May 15, 1977

Amelia Enrhart: She Didn’t Die in Her Plane, Ted
Janczarck — Coranet, September 1976

The Cult of Amelia Earhart, Pete Hammill — M,
September 1976

Senrch for Amelia Earhart, Arthur A, Riley — Air
World, July 1976

Book Review: Amelia Earhart: The Myth and The
Reality — VEW Mogazine, Kansas City. Mo, May 1973
(Strippel’s book)

Book Review: Amelin Earhart: The Myth and The
Reality — United States Naval Institvte Proceedings,
Annagolis, Md.,

April 1973 (Suippal’s book)

Amelia Earhart's Flight Into Eternity, Dick Strippel
Air Classics, July 1972

Amelia Farhart's Last Flight. by Francis X. Holbrook
— US Naval Institute Proceedings, Febeuary 1971, (See
also “Commentary”™ November 1971 for letters from R.
B. Black and J. Q. Lambrecht)

Commercial Aviation and the Colonization of the
Eqaatorial Islands, Francis X. Holbrook — Aviation
Histevian, Winter, December 1970

For Sugar Boats or ines Lt. Gen. M
Okumiya, Japan Seli-Defense Force (Ret.) — US Naval
Institute Proceedings. August [968

1 Completed Amelia Eavhart's Flight. Ann Pellegreno
— McCall's, November 1967

My Search for Amelia Earhart, Fred Geerer — Trae,
September 1966

Amelia Earhart — the 26-Year Mystery. Fred Goerner
— American Aviation Historical Society Jowrnal, 208
Quarter 1963

The Search for Amelia, George Carson Carrington
Weekend Magazine, the Richmond Times-Dispoteh,
February 1962

What Happened to Amelia Earhart?
Review, June 11, 1960

Amelia Earhart — Is This What Happened?.
Newsweek, May 9, 1960

The Mystery of Amelia Earhart’s Last Flight, L.
Elliot, Reader's Digest. Tuly 1957

Sararday

Flight for Freedom, Horace McCoy — Waoman's Home
Campanion, Junuary 1943, (Novella on which the movie
was hased)

Was Amelia Earhart the War’s First Casualty? —
Skywoys, November 1942 (First meation of spy plot)

Hidden Key to the Pacilic, Willard Price, Nenonol
Geographic, June 1942

Treasure Islands of Australia, Willard Price, Narional

Geagrapiic, June 102 (Prewar acsizl photo of Lae
aiport)

Postal Mystery, Unclaimed Letter for Amelia
Earhart. From Carl Heine, a Specinl Correspondent
and German Missionary in the Marshall Islands,
Jaluit Atoll, Mareh 17, 1938 — Pacific Islands
Monthiy, Sydney, Australin, May 25, 1938

Their Stories (Book reviews): Last Flight — The Vew
Republic, Janvary 12, 1938

Search Abandoned — Tione, July 26, 1937

Flier Lost — Amelin Earhart Disappears in Central
Pacific — Pacifie Isfands Montidy, Sydney, Austealia,
July 23, 1937 (Mentions 950 gallons of fuel)

The Loss of Mrs. Amelia Eachart Patnam - Fiight,
July 22, 1937

The Week: *“There is no longer any occasion
for...long-distance Nights” — The New Republic, July
21,1937

One in a Million — Time, July 19, 1937

Warships and Planes Sweep Pacific for Lost Flyers
News Week, July 17, 1937

The Week: “A welcome step would be to
prohibit...sach adventures™ — The New Republic,
July 14,1937

More Amerlcan Air Bases, ). Williams — Asia, June
1937

Vidal Out, Time, March 8, 1937

Pacific Dots: Islets Converted as Aviation Prepares
for the Antipodes - Literary Digese. Janvary 23, 1937

Pacific Air Bases: US Security Key — Lirerary Diges:,
November 7, 1936

Howland, Baker and Jarvis: U.S. Claims Islands in
Mid-Pacific — Time, October 28, 1935, (First press
mention of colonization — and Pan Pacific Press
Bureau)

U.S. Lays Claims to Some Midocean Stepping Stones
— News Week, October 26, 1935

Philatelists Fly Into Rage Over Flyer's Stamp Corner
~ Newes Week, May 11,1935

May Flight From Hawaii, Amelia Earhart — Nerionel
Geographic, May 1935

Sticky Business — e Nasion, January 30, 1935
(Hawaii flight controversy)

A Flyer in Sugar, Leslic Ford — The Masion, Tnnuary
30, 1935 (Same)
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Yearbook, Washington, D.C., 1936, 1937, 1938
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